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Parking,  traffic  top 
neighbors'  concerns 
at  Alexandria  site 


by  Carol  Dimmick 

A  preliminary  plan  by  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  Alexander 
Enterprises  LLC,  the  new  own¬ 
ers  of  the  Alexandria  Theater,  to 
convert  the  theater  to  a  mixed- 
use  project  was  met  with  guard¬ 
ed  optimism  Jan.  27  from  about 
30  members  of  the  Planning 
Association  for  the  Richmond 
(PAR),  who  raised  questions 
about  the  price  of  the  new  hous¬ 
ing  units  and  possible  negative 
impacts  on  parking  and  traffic. 

Drake  Gardner,  an  architect 
with  Zone  Design,  described  a 
preliminary  plan  to  convert  the 
building  and  parking  lot  into  a 
mixed-use  project  that  includes 
39  units  of  housing,  a  supper 
club  and  retail  space.  The  plan 
also  keeps  one  or  two  movie 
screens. 

The  fate  of  the  1,000-plus- 
seat  triplex  and  its  adjacent  park¬ 
ing  lot,  a  landmark  in  the 
Richmond  District  since  1923, 
has  been  a  question  mark  since 
early  2004,  when  a  group  of 
more  than  11  overseas  investors 
bought  the  building  for  $6.5  mil¬ 
lion. 

Gardner  said  the  $20  million 
project,  which  could  break 
ground  as  early  as  2006,  would 
restore  the  theater  to  its  original 
glory  by  rebuilding  the  Reed 
Bros.  1930s  facade.  But  con¬ 
cerns  about  the  project  arose  af¬ 
ter  Gardner  said  the  plan  includ¬ 
ed  88  parking  spaces,  39  of 
which  would  be  for  the  housing 


units.  Residents  questioned 
whether  the  remaining  49  spaces 
would  be  enough  for  the  restau¬ 
rants,  theater  and  retail  spaces. 

Others  wanted  more  afford¬ 
able  housing  and  expressed  dis¬ 
appointment  when  they  learned 
that  32  of  the  units  would  be 
market  rate. 

David  Heller,  president  of  the 
Greater  Geary  Boulevard 
Merchant’s  Association,  said  he 
hoped  the  project  would  pre¬ 
serve  two  screens,  which 
Gardner  said  was  a  possibility. 

In  an  interview  last  year,  city 
Planner  Mary  Woods  said  the 
owners  would  likely  take  advan¬ 
tage  of  a  provision  under  the 
Planning  Code  called  “planned 
unit  development,”  which  allows 
developers  to  move,  and  even  re¬ 
duce,  the  25-foot  rear  yard  re¬ 
quirement  on  large  lots. 

“They  can  play  around  with  a 
smaller  rear  yard,”  said  Woods, 
who  said  the  Planning  Code  al¬ 
lows  for  flexibility  with  open 
space  on  lots  of  one-half  acre  or 
more. 

In  a  related  development, 
Richmond  District  YMCA  repre¬ 
sentatives  have  expressed  inter¬ 
est  about  moving  into  20,000 
square  feet  of  retail  space  in  the 
new  development  on  the  ground 
floor  of  the  proposed  housing 
complex.  The  YMCA,  which 
owns  the  building  across  the 
street  from  the  development,  is 
looking  for  room  to  expand. 

Continued  on  page  10 


New  community  court 
to  debut  in  February 


by  Carol  Dimmick 

A  community  court  program, 
designed  to  dispense  justice  to 
minor  offenders,  debuts  in  the 
Richmond  District  Feb.  10. 

Once  a  month,  at  the  Rich¬ 
mond  District  YMCA,  members 
of  a  new  community  court  will 
hand  out  punishments  for  misde¬ 
meanor  criminal  offenses  like 
trespassing,  shoplifting  and  graf¬ 
fiti. 

The  goal  of  the  new  court, 
sponsored  by  the  SF  District 
Attorney’s  Office,  is  to  relieve 
some  of  the  pressure  on  the  over¬ 
burdened  criminal  justice  system 
by  turning  the  prosecution  for 
quality-of-life  crimes  over  to 
members  of  the  community. 

A  second  goal  of  the  program 
is  to  link  the  effect  of  the  offend¬ 
er’s  criminal  behavior  to  the 
community  where  the  crime  oc¬ 
curred.  Community  courts  do  this 
by  forcing  offenders  to  explain 
their  behavior  to  residents  and 
business  owners  who  sit  in  judg¬ 
ment  during  the  court  process. 
Fines  collected  from  offenders 
are  then  made  available  to  non¬ 
profit  groups  that  serve  the  com¬ 
munity. 

The  District  Attorney’s  Office 
created  the  program  because 
judges  often  hand  out  sentences 
which  often  leave  the  community 


out  of  the  equation. 

“When  someone  commits  a 
crime,  it  hurts  not  just  the  victim, 
but  the  community  itself,”  said 
Angela  Louie,  director  of  neigh¬ 
borhood  services  for  SF  District 
Attorney  Kamala  Harris. 

The  Richmond  court  is  the 
12th  community  court  to  be  set 
in  motion  since  then-District 
Attorney  Terrence  Hallinan  start¬ 
ed  the  program  in  1998.  During 
the  past  six  years,  community 
courts  have  saved  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  dollars  in  costs  for 
the  prosecution  of  minor  crimes. 

According  to  Louie,  commu¬ 
nity  courts  hear  approximately 
4,000  cases  a  year  and  save  the 
City  $1,200  per  case. 

She  says  that  in  about  60  per¬ 
cent  of  the  cases,  sentences  are 
handed  out.  Offenders  almost  al¬ 
ways  agree  to  abide  by  the 
court’s  decision,  she  added,  al¬ 
though  they  still  have  the  option 
of  returning  to  the  criminal  court 
system. 

Harris  has  been  a  strong  advo¬ 
cate  for  the  new  courts  and  since 
she  took  office  several  courts 
were  revived,  including  a  newly 
invigorated  one  in  the  Bayview 
District.  In  May  of  last  year,  a 
new  community  court  opened  in 
the  Sunset  District. 

Continued  on  page  10 


The  Rooster  crows  during  Chinese 
New  Year's  celebrations 


Cultural  concerts 


. — 7  Photo:  Francis  da  Silva 

Hea  Ran  Chung,  a  Korean  folk  dancer  and  choreographer,  performs  with  the  Wooden 
Fish  Ensemble  as  part  of  the  Old  First  Concerts  series  of  performances  on  Jan.  23.  See 
story  page  8. 


by  Kathleen  Jay 

With  the  Chinese  New  Year 
coming,  celebrations  to  usher  in 
the  Year  of  the  Rooster  are  in  full 
swing.  Considered  one  of  the 
most  important  holidays  for 
Chinese  families,  the  New  Year 
marks  a  time  for  reunions  and 
giving  thanks. 

The  Chinese  New  Year  al¬ 
ways  begins  with  the  new  moon 
on  the  first  day  of  the  new  year 
and  ends  on  the  full  moon  15 
days  later  during  the  Lantern 
Festival,  a  ceremony  to  introduce 
the  increasing  light  and  warmth 
of  the  sun  after  the  winter’s  cold. 
This  year,  the  lunar  year  4703 
begins  Wednesday,  Feb.  9  and 
ends  Saturday,  Feb.  19,  culminat¬ 
ing  with  the  Southwest  Airlines 
Chinese  New  Year’s  Parade 
downtown. 

The  rooster  is  the  tenth  of  12 


animals  in  the  Chinese  horoscope 
and,  according  to  an  ancient 
Chinese  poet,  is  gifted  with  many 
virtues.  The  rooster’s  crest  indi¬ 
cates  intelligence,  claws  reveal  a 
fighting  spirit,  and  its  aggressive 
temper  is  credited  with  powers 
that  drive  away  demons.  The 
punctual  crowing  at  dawn  sym¬ 
bolizes  the  rooster’s  close  contact 
with  the  sun,  which  represents 
the  warmth  and  life  of  the  uni¬ 
verse.  Ancient  legend  also  calls 
the  rooster  “the  domestic  animal 
which  knows  how  to  tell  time” 
and  characterizes  it  as  being 
courageous,  commanding  and 
warlike. 

People  born  in  the  Year  of 
Rooster  —  1921,  1933,  1945, 
1957,  1969,  1981,  1993  and  2005 
—  generally  have  high  I.Q.’s. 
They  are  deep  thinkers,  talented 
and  tend  to  be  aggressive,  adven¬ 
turous  and  industrious,  often  to 


the  point  of  being  overachievers. 
They  love  to  be  the  center  of  at¬ 
tention,  can  be  a  bit  eccentric  and 
often  have  difficulty  with  rela¬ 
tionships.  Roosters  tend  to  think 
that  what  they  say  is  right,  and  it 
often  is. 

People  bom  in  the  Year  of  the 
Rooster  are  the  most  compatible 
with  those  bom  in  the  year  of  the 
ox,  snake  and  dragon.  Famous 
people  born  in  the  Year  of  the 
Rooster  include  General  George 
Patton,  Yoko  Ono,  Britney 
Spears,  Jennifer  Anniston,  Bette 
Midler  and  Crown  Prince 
Akihito  of  Japan. 

Local  History 

Starting  in  the  late  1800s,  the 
Chinese  New  Year  Parade  made 
its  way  along  Grant  Avenue, 
through  the  heart  of  San 

Continued  on  page  10 
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Tsunamis  always  a  danger  to  hit  Ocean  Beach 

Richmond  District  lies  withing  possible  flood  zone  in  major  earthquake  event 


New  traffic  signals  start  operation 


Balboa  Theatre  trying  new  tactics 


Former  candidate  gets  nod 


borne  Lyme  disease  more  preva¬ 
lent  and  expand  the  range  of 
mosquito-borne  diseases. 

Last  fall.  Mayor  Gavin 
Newsom  announced  an  ambi¬ 
tious  plan  outlining  steps  that  lo¬ 
cal  government  agencies,  resi¬ 
dents  and  businesses  could  take 
to  reign  in  San  Francisco's  green¬ 
house  gas  emissions.  These  in¬ 
clude  relying  on  "greener"  alter¬ 
native  fuels  -  such  as  natural  gas 
and  bio-diesel  -  greater  public 
transit  use  and  increased  use  of 
solar  and  wind  energy. 


and  senior  pedestrians  and  paint¬ 
ed  yellow  warning  lines  to  clear¬ 
ly  distinguish  crosswalks.” 

McGoldrick  was  also  on-hand 
when  another  new  traffic  signal, 
this  one  located  at  Clement  Street 
and  Seventh  Avenue,  was  acti¬ 
vated  a  week  later. 


Oscar  nominees. 

The  Balboa  Theatre  is  located 
at  3630  Balboa  St.  For  more  in¬ 
formation,  call  (415)  221-8184 
or  go  to  the  website  at 
www.balboamovies.com. 


by  Andy  Isaacson 

As  the  Indian  Ocean  commu¬ 
nities  devastated  by  last  month’s 
earthquake-induced  tsunami 
mourn  their  dead  and  slowly  re¬ 
build,  Bay  Area  residents  cannot 
help  but  wonder:  Could  it  happen 
here?  The  short  answer  is  yes,  it 
is  possible,  although  the  Pacific 
Ocean  tsunami  warning  system 
would  help  save  lives. 

In  the  wake  of  the  tsunami,  re¬ 
searchers  are  paying  careful  at¬ 
tention  to  the  Cascadia  subdue  - 
tion  zone,  an  undersea  fault  50 
miles  off  the  California  coast  that 
has  similar  patterns  as  the  fault 
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that  triggered  the  earthquake  off 
Sumatra. 

In  1700,  the  fault  generated  a 
powerful,  9.0  rumble  in  Alaska 
that  sent  tsunamis  across  the 
Pacific  Rim.  Since  then,  the  fault 
has  remained  “locked”  -  building 
up  energy  for  a  future  mega¬ 
quake,  which  seems  to  occur  ev¬ 
ery  few  hundred  years.  Over  the 
past  150  years,  less  seismically 
intense  fault  lines  have  generated 
around  a  dozen  tsunamis  -  in¬ 
cluding  the  1964  “Good  Friday” 
earthquake  that  sent  recorded 
waves  of  more  than  six  feet  onto 
San  Francisco  streets. 

State  and  local  officials  have 
devised  evacuation  routes  from 
San  Francisco’s  most  at-risk  ar¬ 
eas  -  the  neighborhoods  border¬ 
ing  Ocean  Beach  -  and  a  net¬ 
work  of  50  warning  sirens  are 
scattered  throughout  the  City. 
Proper  evacuation  is  common 
sense  -  if  you  are  on  the  beach  or 
on  low-lying  coastal  ground  and 
feel  an  earthquake  that  lasts  more 
than  20  seconds,  head  to  higher 
ground.  Tsunamis  travel  like  rip¬ 
ples  in  a  pond:  Don’t  assume  the 
first  wave  is  the  last. 

While  tsunamis  are  capable  of 
wreaking  immediate  destruction 
on  San  Francisco,  a  less  dramatic 
yet  perhaps  equally  damaging 
phenomenon  has  scientists  and 
environmental  policy  advocates 
concerned  -  rising  oceans  due  to 
the  effects  of  global  climate 
change. 

As  a  result  of  fossil  fuel  emis¬ 
sions  from  power  plants,  build¬ 
ings  and  gas-powered  vehicles, 
temperatures  have  risen  and  po¬ 
lar  ice  has  melted.  The  2,500- 
member  Intergovernmental  Panel 


on  Climate  Change  has  reported 
a  four-to-seven-inch  sea  level 
rise  during  the  past  100  years, 
and  says  average  Earth  tempera¬ 
tures  could  increase  by  as  much 
as  10  degrees  during  the  21st 
century. 

Researchers  predict  a  variety 
of  ecological  and  economic  im¬ 
pacts  that  warming,  and  corre¬ 
sponding  sea  level  rises,  could 
have  on  the  San  Francisco  Bay 
Area.  Increased  temperatures 
would  mean  fewer  freezing  days 
and  a  halving  of  winter  snow  ac- 


On  Jan.  21,  new  traffic  signals 
went  into  operation  at  the  comers 
of  Fourth  Avenue  and  California 
Street  and  34th  Avenue  and 
Geary  Boulevard. 

“We  have  worked  with  SF 
Department  of  Parking  and 
Traffic  (DPT)  and  the  Pedestrian 


The  Balboa  Theatre  is  now 
showing  more  premieres,  re¬ 
stored  classic  films  and  revival 
festivals  on  one  screen  while 
continuing  to  show  second-run 
films  on  the  theater’s  second 
screen. 

According  to  Gary  Meyer,  the 
proprietor  at  the  Balboa,  the 
move  was  made  because  of 
changing  market  forces. 

“In  response  to  the  changing 
marketplace,  where  home  video 
releases  are  only  three  months 
after  theatrical  on  so  many  films, 
we  have  seen  a  reduction  in  our 
audiences  that  makes  survival 
difficult  without  changing  our 


cumulation.  More  water  would 
flow  in  the  winter,  causing  flood¬ 
ing,  and  less  would  be  available 
during  the  summer.  Greater 
storm  activity  could  increase 
beach  and  cliff  erosion  and  roads, 
pipelines,  transportation,  under¬ 
ground  cables  and  sewage  sys¬ 
tems  could  be  severely  stressed 
or  overwhelmed.  Additionally, 
low-lying  areas,  such  as  San 
Francisco  International  Airport 
which  is  built  on  a  wetland, 
would  be  at  high  risk  of  flooding. 
Warming  could  also  make  tick- 


Safety  Advisory  Commission  to 
create  a  safer  environment  in  the 
Richmond,”  said  SF  Supervisor 
Jake  McGoldrick,  who  was  pre¬ 
sent  to  help  flip  the  switch  to  ac¬ 
tivate  the  signals.  “The  DPT  has 
added  several  seconds  on  cross¬ 
walk  signals  to  assist  disabled 


booking  policies,”  Meyer  said. 

On  Feb.  27,  starting  at  5  p.m., 
the  theater  will  host  an  “Oscar 
masquerade,”  with  moviegoers 
encouraged  to  come  dressed  in 
the  costumes  of  their  favorite 


Richmond  District  resident 
and  former  District  1  supervisori¬ 
al  candidate  Matt  Tuchow  will 
join  the  Democratic  County 
Central  Committee  after  the 
group  confirmed  his  nomination 
with  a  unanimous  vote. 

Former  San  Francisco 
Supervisor  Leslie  Katz,  the  chair 


of  the  committee,  supported 
Tuchow’s  nomination. 

“I  look  forward  to  registering 
voters,  getting  them  involved  in 
the  party  and  getting  them  out  to 
vote  on  election  day.  I  also  hope 
to  play  a  role  in  building  bridges 
in  our  party,”  Tuchow  said. 
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Presidio  plan  tries  to  balance 
needs  of  new,  old  forests 


by  Erica  Gies 

Seen  from  the  air,  or  on  a 
map,  the  Presidio  appears  to  be 
one  of  San  Francisco’s  largest 
green  spaces.  As  it  turns  out,  the 
park  is  that  and  much  more  -  the 
area  is  officially  designated  as  a 
national  park,  historic  district  and 
a  Superfund  site.  It’s  home  to 
some  of  the  oldest  buildings  in 
the  City  and  some  of  the  newest 
non-profit  groups.  It  has  a  bowl¬ 
ing  alley  and  is  one  of  the  only 
suitable  habitats  in  San  Francisco 
for  the  preservation  of  the 
California  quail. 

The  Presidio  is  subject  to  in¬ 
tensely  competing  mandates  -  to 
preserve  a  centuries-old  military 
past  and  protect  and  restore  an 
even  older  indigenous  eco-sys- 
tem,  while  simultaneously  gener¬ 
ating  sufficient  revenues  to  pay 
for  itself.  How  best  to  balance 
these  different  interests  is  largely 
determined  by  the  park's  triumvi¬ 
rate  of  managers:  the  National 
Park  Service  (NPS);  Presidio 
Trust,  a  public -private  govern¬ 
ment  agency;  and  the  Golden 
Gate  National  Recreation  Area 
(GGNRA). 

“In  many  ways,  natural  parks 
are  museums  preserving  natural 
resources  and  keeping  them  for 
future  generations,”  said  Betty 
Young,  Golden  Gate  National 
Recreation  Area  (GGNRA)  di¬ 
rector  of  nurseries,  which  grows 
native  plants  for  Presidio  restora¬ 
tion  projects.  “The  mission  of  the 
Park  Service  is  to  preserve  natu¬ 
ral  and  cultural  resources.  The 
historic  forest  on  the  Presidio  is  a 
cultural  resource.  Those  two 
goals,  preserving  the  natural  and 
the  cultural,  have  to  somehow 
work  together.” 

Perhaps  no  one  understands 
this  balancing  act  better  than 
Terri  Thomas,  director  of  park  re¬ 
sources  for  the  Presidio  Trust. 
She’s  working  to  restore  both  the 
Presidio’s  native  plant  communi¬ 
ties,  including  many  endangered 
species,  as  well  as  protect  the  ag¬ 
ing  non-native  trees  planted  by 
the  U.S.  Army. 

The  Army  planted  the  non-na¬ 
tive  eucalyptus,  Monterey  pine, 
and  Monterey  cypress  forests  to 
create  windbreaks,  establish 
boundaries  between  different  ar¬ 
eas  of  the  fort  and  to  make  the 
land  more  appealing  to  the  sol¬ 
diers  stationed  there.  Many  San 
Franciscans  still  find  the  trees  at¬ 
tractive  -  and  emblematic  of  the 
Presidio. 

However,  the  non-native  trees, 
while  providing  habitat  for 
Cooper’s  hawks,  woodpeckers 
and  some  of  the  other  more  than 
200  birds  who  migrate  through 
the  park,  also  inhibit  the  growth 
of  indigenous  plants  protected  by 
the  Federal  Endangered  Species 
Act. 

“The  Presidio  had  diverse  na¬ 
tive  vegetation  and  still  does,” 
Thomas  said.  “It’s  very  valuable 
to  restore  remnants  of  this  an¬ 
cient  landscape,  very  fragile  rem¬ 
nants  that  include  endangered 
species,  rare  species,  rare  habi¬ 
tats.” 

Prior  to  being  settled  by 
European  explorers,  most  of  the 
Presidio  -  and  in  fact,  most  of 
San  Francisco  -  was  sand  dunes, 
populated  with  low-growing 
plants.  These  species  adapted  to 
thrive  in  full  sunlight  and  do  not 
do  well  under  the  shady  canopies 
of  the  non-native  trees. 

The  historic  forest  planted  by 
the  Army  is  old  and  deteriorat¬ 
ing.  As  individual  trees  die,  the 


Historic  District  charter  requires 
they  be  replaced.  But  in  some 
park  areas,  managers  are  consid¬ 
ering  substituting  the  historic 
species  with  older,  indigenous 
vegetation. 

In  consultation  with  other 
stakeholders,  including  the  U.S. 
Fish  &  Wildlife  Service, 
California  Native  Plant  Society 
(CNPS)  and  the  Audubon 
Society,  Thomas  and  her  team 
drew  up  a  map  of  zones  to  be 
managed  differently. 

For  example,  there  are  several 
stands  of  trees  in  rows  along 
streets  that  are  considered  to  be 
historically  significant.  Because 
these  trees  are  near  buildings  and 
were  planted  in  a  linear,  unnatu¬ 
ral  fashion,  they  have  a  very  spe¬ 
cific  look.  When  these  trees  die, 
they  will  be  replaced  with  the 
same  species  in  the  same  rows. 

In  other  areas,  where  the 
Army  planted  trees  more  haphaz¬ 
ardly,  “the  value  of  the  forest  is 
probably  as  a  dark  green  back¬ 
drop  to  other  things,”  Thomas 
said.  “In  those  cases,  there’s 
more  flexibility.  You  can  have 
multiple  strata  of  trees  that’s  bet¬ 
ter  wildlife  habitat.” 

One  possibility  is  a  different 
type  of  eucalyptus  that  doesn’t 
have  as  dense  a  shade  canopy 
and  leaf  litter,  like  the  current 
blue  gums. 

Another  species  under  consid¬ 
eration  is  the  coastal  live  oak, 
which  is  native  to  the  Presidio.  It 
was  originally  found  only  along 
the  riparian  corridors  bordering 
Lobos  Creek  and  Mountain  Lake. 
Thomas  and  her  crew  have  plant¬ 
ed  test  patches  of  the  oak  to  de¬ 
termine  how  it  will  do  in  other 
areas  and  how  other  native  plants 
will  fare  under  its  canopy. 

Other  native-to-the-Presidio 
trees  that  might  be  more  widely 
planted  if  test  patches  go  well  in¬ 
clude  California  buckeye,  coffee 
berry  and  toyon,  which  are  small, 
grow  well  under  other  trees  and 
have  berries  wildlife  finds  tasty. 

Another  zone  that  provides  a 
great  deal  of  potential  “new”  area 
for  natives  has  not  been  designat¬ 
ed  historic  because  the  Army  did 
not  value  it:  dumps. 

“The  Army  thought  that  every 
canyon  over  a  bluff  was  a  place 
to  throw  garbage,”  Young  said. 


“They  thought  they’d  just  cap 
them  and  plant  grass.  The  Trust 
is  actually  removing  the  landfills 
and  restoring  those  areas  back  to 
the  habitat  that  was  there  before. 
And  that’s  a  significant  restora¬ 
tion  because  those  sites  were 
large.” 

According  to  Thomas,  “We’re 
doing  a  dramatic  one  right  now 
on  the  coastal  bluff.  We  took  out 
the  landfill  and  now  it  looks  like 
the  Grand  Canyon.  These  places 
were  just  nothing  and  we’re  turn¬ 
ing  them  into  pretty  cool  stuff. 
The  first  one  we  did  was  a  park¬ 
ing  lot  and  now  it’s  got  three  dif¬ 
ferent  kinds  of  habitat  on  it.” 

Pinky  Kushner,  who’s  head  of 
the  Sierra  Club’s  open  space 
committee,  was  pleased  with  the 
results. 

“When  one  walks  along  the 
walkway,  the  place  hums  with 
fife:  insects  and  birds  and  butter¬ 
flies  of  all  sorts,”  she  said. 

The  dumps  won  Superfund 
designation  for  the  Presidio,  so 
all  landfill  material  is  excavated 
and  tested  and  all  hazardous 
waste  is  taken  to  an  appropriate 
environmental  remediation  site. 
By  the  time  plant  ecologists  and 
volunteers  kneel  down  in  the  dirt 
to  plant,  the  soil  is  clean. 

In  spite  of  the  Trust’s  success 
in  increasing  native  habitat,  some 
stakeholders  are  frustrated  by  the 
restrictions  imposed  by  the  need 
for  historic  forest  preservation. 

Peter  Brastow,  rare  plants  co¬ 
chair  for  CNPS’  Yerba  Buena 
Chapter,  says  that  his  group  ap¬ 
plauds  the  Trust’s  work  on  eco¬ 
logical  restoration.  However, 
he’s  concerned  about  how  the 
historical  mandate  will  impact 
the  ongoing  success  of  native 
plants  and  animals. 

“The  historic  forest  is  a  plant¬ 
ed  forest  120  years  old.  The  in¬ 
digenous  animals  and  plants  are 
thousands,  maybe  millions  of 
years  old,”  Brastow  said.  “The 
Presidio  is  not  just  something 
that  happened.  It’s  something 
that’s  going  to  happen  in  the  fu¬ 
ture.  What’s  truly  logical  in 
terms  of  managing  land  for  the 
future?  Keeping  part  of  this  for¬ 
est  frozen  in  time  or  adapting  to 
the  idea  that  this  thing  has  to 

Continued  on  page  10 


SOLD! 


No  One  Can  Get  You  A  Higher  Price 
for  Your  Property 

“I  know  the  San  Francisco  real  estate  market.  I  have 
lived  in  the  City  all  my  life,  and  I  know  the  communities. 

I  am  a  graduate  of  Lincoln  High  School  (1967)  and  San 
Francisco  State  University  (1972).  Your  time  is  valuable. 
Do  not  waste  it.  Call  me  for  your  real  estate  needs.” 

Trust,  Honesty,  Experience 

Diana  Matson  Smith 

Realtor/SRES 
Direct:  (415)  518-8782 
Office:  (415)  664-9175,  ext.  281 
Web:  DianaMatsonSmith.com  •  E-mail:  Diana@SFPru.com 

Prudential 


nurturing  questions 

for  couples,  young  adults  and  lots  of  people  in  between 


Wendy  Brown,  MFT 

944  Irving  Street 
415-753-5800 

License  #MFC36796 


& 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 


Licensed  Marriage  &  Family  Therapist 


BE  PART  OF  A  VITAL 
LUTHERAN  COMMUNITY 


Traditional  Lutheran  liturgy  and  hymns  -  Sunday  8:00  a.m 
Contemporary  style  worship -Sunday  11:00  a.m. 

Sunday  school,  youth  programs,  adult  fellowship,  Sunday  nursery 


ZION 

LUTHERAN 

CHURCH 


Part  of  Zion  Ministries  •  LCMS 

495  9th  Avenue  at  Anza 

Call  415-221-7500  or  visit  zionsf.org 


Mfhe  merchants  on  Geary  Boulevard  thank 
you  for  your  support  during  the  Chinese 
New  Years  festivities  and 
beyond." 


greater 

Geary 

boulevard  9 

merchants 

&  property  owners 

association 


David  Heller,  President 


...because  C1TIKIDS 
has  everything 
for  your  baby: 
strollers,  car  seats, 
furniture,  clothing, 
and  more,  all  under 
one  roof!  Plus, 
CITIKIDS  offers  selec¬ 
tion,  quality,  and  ser¬ 
vice  at  competitive 
prices.  So,  come  to 
CITIKIDS  first,  where 
it's  really  fun  to  shop. 


CITIKIDS  M 

•  1 52  Clement  Street 

at  3rd  Avenue 
San  Francisco,  CA  94118 


•  Call:  415-752-3837 


•  OPEN:  Mon-Sat  1 0  to  6 
Sunday  11  to  5 


Fashions  •  Baby  Needs  •  Toys  •  Gifts 
Nursery  Furniture  •  Car  Seats  •  Strollers  •  Bedding 


3rd  2nd  Arguello 

Ave.  Ave.  Blvd. 


■ _ 

Clement  St. 

Geary  Blvd. 

Free  Parking  in  Front  of  Storel 
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Center  for 
Somatic 
Psychotherapy 

Explore  a  body-mind,  integrated 
approach  to  therapy. 

•  For  relationships,  self-esteem, 
depression/anxiety,  life  transitions, 
stress  management... 

•  Therapists  fluent  in 
several  languages 

•  Affordable;  Sliding  scale  fee 


One  of  the  few  somatic  (body-oriented) 
counseling  centers  in  the  country, 
located  in  San  Francisco's  Inner  Richmond  District. 

A  service  of  California  Institute  of  Integral  Studies 

Call  41 5.221.9227  or  visit 
www.ciis.edu/counseling/csp 
310  Third  Ave.@Clement 


CHS 

California  InURiM*  of  taUfrai  SMMftn 


learning  a  game! 

TREND'S  Flash  Cards 


Proven  effective  for  learning 
basic  skills!  TREND  has  1_  titles 
for  language  arts  and  math, 
including  phonics  and  fractions. 
Self-checking,  quick-sorting 
cards.  Pun  activities 
included 
individua 

group  practice.  TV^J 

-  *1  O 

shoe*  m  Jr 

crnsNO  ] 


icc  King,  quic  K-somng 

Fun  activities  i 

,  <?  a  dr/1 

practice.  <5-  W 


shoes 


Educational  Exchange 

600  35th  Ave.  •  (415)752-3302 


HARDWARE  1 


HARDWARE 
HAND  TOOLS 
ELECTRICAL 
PLUMBING 
GARDEN  SUPPLIES 
KEYS  CUT 

WEBER  BARBEQUES 


WINDOW  SHADES  CUT  TO  SIZE 
HOUSEWARES 
BATH  AND  KITCHEN  RUGS 
KITCHEN  GADGETS 
SMALL  APPLIANCES 
EUREKA  VACUUMS 
STORAGE  &  CLOSET  SUPPLIES 


VALSPAR  PAINTS 


Open  Mon-Sat  9-6,  Sundays  11-5 
www.hdweunl.CitySearch.com 
www.hardwareunlimitedsf.com 


r  hardware  y 

L  unlimited  )i 


sm 


931-9133 


rm? i 


3326  SACRAMENTO  STREET  AT  PRESIDIO 
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Fun  in  the  sun 


Photo:  Philip  Liborio  Gangi 


The  sun  chased  away  the  fog  Jan.  21  and  brought  many  visitors  out  to  Ocean 
Beach.  In  the  above  photo,  a  jogger  runs  by  as  Luey,  a  mutt,  plays  with  the 
ball  as  Moogie,  a  rottweiler,  follows. 

Annual  bird  count  confirms  trend: 
populations  continue  to  decline 

by  Ryder  W.  Miller 

The  annual  Audubon  Society 
Christmas  Bird  Count  found  de¬ 
clining  numbers  of  birds  and 
species  diversity  in  the  San 
Francisco  area  again  this  year. 

“Declining  numbers  have 
been  going  on  for  a  number  of 
years  now,”  said  Dan  Murphy, 
count  compiler  for  the  Audubon 
Society.  Speaking  of  the  birds 
found  in  low  numbers  this  year, 

Murphy  lamented,  “You  could  al¬ 
ways  find  them,  but  they  are  now 
hard  to  find.” 

On  Dec.  28,  101  birders 
searched  the  peninsula  between 
the  Golden  Gate  Bridge  and  San 
Bruno  for  all  the  birds  they  could 
find.  Murphy  reported  that 
roughly  162  bird  species  were 
found  locally,  adding  up  to 
47,415  individual  birds. 

Declining  numbers  were  ob¬ 
served  in  the  San  Francisco  pop¬ 
ulation  of  the  California  quail, 
with  only  seven  being  observed. 

Bird  populations  found  in  coastal 


The  American  Association  of 
Retired  Persons  (AARP)  has  de¬ 
signed  a  Drivers  Safety  Program 
consisting  of  two  half-day  cours¬ 
es  for  drivers  50  years  of  age  or 
older. 

Classes  will  be  held  at  the 
Stonestown  YMCA,  333 
Eucalyptus  Dr.,  Tuesdays,  Feb.  8 
and  Feb.  15.  Registration  is  limit¬ 
ed  to  30  people  and  a  $10  fee 
covers  the  cost  of  a  workbook 
and  DMV  Certificate  that  entitles 
the  driver  to  a  discount  on  their 
automobile  insurance  premiums. 
For  more  information,  call  (650) 
348-7931. 

Author  bumped 
by  Amber 

Amber  Frye,  the  girlfriend  of 
the  infamous  murderer  Scott 
Peterson,  recently  bumped  Craig 
Carrozzi,  the  Richmond  District 
author  of  “The  Curse  of  Chief 
Tenaya,”  from  a  long-planned 
event  at  the  Barnes  &  Noble 
store  in  Fresno.  His  visit  was 
rescheduled. 

“You  know  you’ve  really  ar¬ 
rived  on  the  American  literary 
scene  when  you  get  bumped  by  a 
junk  celebrity,”  Carrozzi  said. 


The  personal  attention  you  deserve 


Lakeside 

Senior  Medical  Center 


Specializing  in  personalized  care 
for  older  adults. 

Primary  Care  *  Geriatrics 
Social  Work  •  Podiatry  *  Nephrology 


Call  today  to  schedule  an  appointment: 

415/586-8600 

2501  Ocean  Avenue  •  San  Francisco,  CA  94132 

U%F  Medical  Center 


scrublands,  oak  woodlands  and 
rocky  coastlines  were  also  down. 
Some  of  the  affected  species  on 
the  decline  include:  the  Spotted 
Towee,  Bewick’s  wren,  Hutton’s 
vireo.  Black  Turnstone,  Ruddy 
Turnstone,  surf  bird  and 
Wandering  tattler.  There  were  no 
Oak  Titmice  observed  this  year. 
The  Wrentit  is  still  extirpated 
(extinct)  in  San  Francisco. 
Murphy  also  said  the  number  of 
gulls  and  ducks  were  down. 

Only  small  numbers  of  endan¬ 
gered  and  threatened  species,  like 
the  Clapper  Rail  (11),  Peregrine 
Falcon  (4),  Common  Yellow 
Throat  (30)  and  Snowy  Plover 
(30)  were  observed  within  the 
count  area  this  year. 

On  the  rise  were  opportunistic 
species  that  have  adapted  well  to 
urban  environments,  like  the 
common  crow,  raven.  Stellar’s 
Jay  and  Scrub  Jay.  The  crow  and 
the  non-indigenous  Red-masked 
Parakeet  population  were  at  an 
all-time  high. 

Murphy  said  the  declining 


bird  trends  are  caused  by  several 
factors. 

“It  is  the  urban  footprint  that 
traps  them  (birds).  It  has  isolated 
populations  that  go  into  tailspins 
and  don’t  make  it,”  Murphy  said. 

“What  we  see  now  is  a  crash. 
It  is  essentially  due  to  isolated 
populations  not  being  able  to  de¬ 
fend  themselves,”  he  said. 

The  long-term  fixes  include 
the  work  of  the  Natural  Areas 
Program,  the  preservation  and 
restoration  of  native  habitats  and 
the  maintenance  of  urban 
wildlife  corridors. 

The  Audubon  Societies  2004 
“USA  State  of’the  Birds”  report 
said  23  percent  of  the  nation’s 
654  birds  species  were  at  high- 
risk  levels.  Twenty  of  the  43  ur¬ 
ban  bird  species  analyzed  are  on 
the  decline. 

Driver's  safety 
program  for 
seniors 
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City  Hall 


Supervisor  Jake  McGoldrick 

Geary  Transit  Improvements 


Geary  Bus  Rapid  Transit 

The  Geary  transit  corridor  tra¬ 
verses  the  entire  city,  from  the 
Pacific  Ocean  to  downtown. 

The  corridor,  which  supports  a 
diverse  population,  has  the  high¬ 
est  bus  ridership  of  any  trans¬ 
portation  corridor  west  of  the 
Mississippi  River,  with  more 
than  50,000  transit  trips  per  day. 

Because  of  these  factors,  the 
livability  and  prosperity  of  our 
communities  depends  on  good 
transit  policy.  This  means  that 
improvements  to  the  existing 
transit  service’s  reliability,  capac¬ 
ity  and  speed  are  achieved  with 
as  few  negative  impacts  to  the 
environment  as  possible  and  that 
a  public  process  is  available  to 
guide  transit  planning. 

As  chair  of  the  Transportation 
Authority  (TA),  one  of  my 


biggest  priorities  has  been  to  ad¬ 
dress  transportation  and  quality- 
of-life  issues  along  the  Geary 
corridor.  One  way  to  address  this 
issue  is  through  the  development 
of  a  Bus  Rapid  Transit  (BRT) 
system. 

BRT  is  a  high-quality  transit 
service  that  reduces  travel  time, 
increases  reliability  and  improves 
passenger  comfort.  BRT  routes 
are  highly  recognizable  to  cus¬ 
tomers  because  they  include  dis¬ 
tinct  stations  and  a  dedicated 
right-of-way,  which  allows  buses 
to  avoid  obstacles  such  as  parked 
cars  and  traffic  congestion.  The 
technology  was  pioneered  in 
Latin  America  and  has  also  been 
implemented  in  Australia, 
Canada  and  Europe.  It  is  catch¬ 
ing  on  in  the  United  States  be¬ 
cause  it  is  cost  effective  and  al¬ 


lows  communities  to  experience 
benefits  relatively  quickly. 

What  will  the  Geary  Corridor 
BRT  project  consist  of?  There 
will  be  dedicated  bus  lanes,  dis¬ 
tinctive  stations  and  boarding  ar¬ 
eas,  streetscape  improvements, 
passenger  information,  including 
maps  and  electronic  information 
that  tells  transit  riders  when  the 
next  bus  will  arrive,  transit  signal 
priorities,  which  allow  traffic  sig¬ 
nals  to  detect  buses  and  in  some 
circumstances  modify  the  signal 
cycle,  perhaps  to  extend  a  green 
light  to  let  the  bus  through  the  in¬ 
tersection. 

The  project  is  making  good 
progress  and  I  am  very  excited 
about  its  latest  developments. 
The  transit  authority,  along  with 
the  City’s  Planning  Department, 
will  commence  an  urban  street 
design  study,  which  will  review 
existing  conditions  on  Geary 
Boulevard  from  Van  Ness 
Avenue  to  the  ocean.  Based  on 
this  review,  the  study  will  be 
used  to  develop  streetscape  de¬ 
sign  concepts,  such  as  street  and 
station  designs.  The  study  will 
bolster  both  transit  and  neighbor¬ 
hood  planning  efforts. 

In  the  spring,  public  work¬ 
shops  will  be  held  to  introduce 


Local  school  volunteers  commended 


San  Francisco  School 
Volunteers  recently  recognized 
Robert  “Mr.  Bob”  Scavullo  and 
Christine  Colasurdo  for  their  ex¬ 
ceptional  voluntary  efforts  at 
Gateway  High  School  and  Sunset 
Elementary  School,  respectively. 

Scavullo  began  his  “second 
career”  of  volunteer  work  with 
students  with  learning  and  atten¬ 
tion  deficit  difficulties  after  36 
years  in  the  computer  software 
industry.  Since  starting  to  volun¬ 
teer  two  years  ago,  he  has  quick¬ 
ly  redeveloped  Gateway  High 
School’s  learning  program.  “The 


Early  Bird  Special”  consists  of 
morning  sessions  before  regular 
classes  during  which  he  and  the 
students  discuss  the  previous 
night’s  homework  and  catch  up 
on  current  events  and  other  im¬ 
portant  matters.  That  program 
then  gave  way  to  a  multitude  of 
other  activities,  such  as  “Science 
with  Mr.  Bob,”  a  hands-on  after 
school  science  program. 
Scavullo,  who  volunteers  four 
days  a  week  and  arranges  one- 
on-one  tutoring  sessions  in  a 
number  of  various  subjects,  was 
given  the  2004  Volunteer  of  the 


Year  award. 

Two  years  ago,  Colasurdo 
also  made  great  strides  in  the 
programming  at  her  son’s  school. 
Sunset  Elementary.  She  formed  a 
group  of  teachers,  administrators 
and  parents  to  launch  the  Sunset 
Elementary  School  Garden 
Committee,  which  transformed 
the  once  bleak  school  playground 
into  a  paradise  with  native  plants 
and  greenery.  Students  now  use 
the  garden  as  a  place  to  gain 
hands-on  experience  and  aca¬ 
demic  knowledge  during  science 
lessons. 


the  urban  street  design  study  and 
survey  the  community’s  views  on 
the  most  important  transit  prob¬ 
lems  and  solutions  for  the  Geary 
Corridor.  In  order  to  maximize 
and  ensure  input  that  is  truly  rep¬ 
resentative  of  the  communities 
served  in  the  Geary  Corridor, 
outreach  will  be  conducted  in 
Russian,  Chinese  and 
Vietnamese. 

Another  development  is  the 
Transportation  Authority’s  effort 
to  collect  data  for  the  use  of  a 
computer  simulation  (movie  clip) 
of  potential  BRT  alternatives  for 
Geary.  The  TA  will  likely  show 
these  simulations  at  upcoming 
public  workshops  to  be  held  dur¬ 
ing  the  summer. 

Public  involvement  is  critical 
to  the  success  of  the  Geary  corri¬ 
dor  BRT.  I  urge  you  all  to  partici¬ 
pate.  Even  before  the  spring  and 
summer  Geary  BRT  public  work¬ 
shops  begin,  you  can  provide  in¬ 
put  to  the  Geary  Corridor 
Citizens  Advisory  Committee. 
All  committee  meetings  are  open 
to  the  public  and  include  a  public 
comment  period.  You  can  find 
more  information  at 
www.sfcta.org. 

Pedestrian  Safety,  Traffic 
Calming,  New  Stop  Lights 

New  traffic  signals  at  the  cor¬ 


ner  of  Seventh  Avenue  and 
Clement  Street,  Fourth  Avenue 
and  California  Street  and  34th 
Avenue  and  Geary  Boulevard 
have  been  turned  on. 

The  new  signal  on  Clement 
Street  will  make  it  safer  for  the 
children  at  George  Peabody 
Elementary  School  to  get  to  and 
from  school.  Also,  the  SF 
Department  of  Parking  and 
Traffic  (DPT)  has  added  several 
seconds  on  crosswalk  signals  to 
assist  disabled  and  senior  pedes¬ 
trians  and  painted  yellow  warn¬ 
ing  lines  to  clearly  distinguish 
sidewalks. 

If  you  are  interested  in  getting 
traffic  calming  in  any  part  of  the 
District,  you  can  work  directly 
with  DPT.  A  “Traffic  Calming 
Request  Form”  can  be  download¬ 
ed  from  its  website.  Be  sure  to 
have  at  least  10  people  from  your 
neighborhood  sign  the  petition 
before  you  send  it.  Once  DPT  re¬ 
ceives  your  request,  the  depart¬ 
ment  reviews  and  ranks  your  re¬ 
quest  according  to  established 
criteria,  such  as  the  speed  of  ve¬ 
hicular  traffic  and  the  volume  of 
traffic,  as  well  as  other  safety 
concerns. 

Jake  McGoldrick  is  a  San 
Francisco  supervisor  represent¬ 
ing  District  1. 


Is  II  Time  (o  Find  a 
Church  Communily? 

Stjohn's 

Rev  John  S.  Amkrson,  Pastor 

8  30  am  Informal  Worship  •  to  am  Worship  &  Sunday  School 
25  Lake  Street  at  Arc.uello  tN  San  Francisco  •  4  I  5-75 1  - 1 626 


5723  Geary  Blvd.  (@22nd) 

San  Francisco,  CA  94121 
(415)  386-2777 

Open  Daily  11:30am  ~  closing 

www.kitarosushi.com 


Roll  6d 


i  ray 

(All  Cooked) 

$X 

with  coupon 

$20.95 


Mix  Tray  $X 

with. coupon  $21 .95 


Happy  Tray  $M 

with  coupon  (48p  Califbmla  Rol> 

$19.95 


(415)  386-2777 

Mix  Tray  $21 .95  with  coupon 

Call  in  advance.  To-Go  only 

Valid  7  days.  Not  valid  with  any  other  offer. 
EXP.  3/15/2005 

A  Tray  $1 9.95  with  coupon  !  (41 5)  386‘2777 

Call  in  advance.  To-Go  only  1  a  j-n/ 

Valid  7  days.  Not  valid  with  any  other  offer.  !  1  0  /oUrr 

EXP.  3/1 5/2005 

Hfejfe  (415)355-2777 

Golden  Tray  $20.95  with  coupon 

Call  in  advance.  To-Go  only 

Valid  7  days.  Not  valid  with  any  other  otter. 
EXP.  3/1 5/2005 

,  »  Dine  in  or  To-Go 

(415)386-2777  i 

^■ITCJw  |  Not  valid  with  any  other 

Happy  Tray  $14.95  with  coupon  !  °"erorcomb,r>e- 

Call  in  advance.  To-Go  only  1  °ne  order 

Valid  7  days.  Not  valid  with  any  other  offer.  !  ”r  V1SI 

EXP.  3/15/2005  ,  EXP.  3/15/2005 

Prices  are  subject  to  change  without  notice. 
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HEALING  DAY  SPA 

Best  Ethical  Massage 

Babies  •  Youth  •  Elderly 

Now  open  across  the  street  from  Angelina's  Cafe 


BODY  WAPS 
MASSAGE 
MINI  FACIALS 
BODY  HEALING  THERAPY 


5954  California  St.  (@  22nd  Ave.)  •  (415)  205-8178 
Walk-ins  welcome  -  Out  call  by  appointment  -  6  a.m.  - 10  p.m. 


Miranda’s  Mama 


Used  &  New  Children’s  Stuff 


Iw?s>Dt  ’'Through 
Eieroentipry 

jV©u>  Open! 

•  Consignment/Trade 
•  Exclusive  New  Designers 


WoroeD’s 

Vintage 

ClothiDg 


3785  Balboa  St.  a.,,  (415)  221-5862 


St.  Peter’s  Episcopal  Church 

420  29th  Avenue  (near  Clement) 

Sunday  Services: 

8  a.m.  -  Eucharist  with  Silent  Meditation 
10  a.m.  -  Eucharist  with  Music  and  Meditation 

Ash  Wednesday  Service: 

February  9  at  7  p..m. 

February  15  at  7  p.m. 

Parking  available  during  services 
across  the  street  in  Presidio 
Middle  School  Playground 


For  more  information  on  services  and 
programs  call  Fr.  David  Rickey 
at  (415)  751-4942  or  check  out  our 
website  at  www.stpeters-sf.org 


St.  Peter's  is  an  affiliate  of  the 
Center  for  Progressive  Christianity 


Police  Beat 

Capt.  Sandra  Tong 

Barking  dog  complaints 


Gung  Hay  Fat  Choy  to  all 
those  celebrating  the  Year  of  the 
Rooster! 

The  Chinese  New  Year  brings 
much  joy  and  good  fortune. 
However,  if  you  are  honoring  the 
traditions  of  the  New  Year,  you 
must  protect  yourself  from  being 
a  victim  of  a  crime. 

While  shopping,  be  more 
aware  of  pickpockets  and  take 
precautions.  Carry  your  money 
or  valuables  in  your  pockets  - 
not  in  a  purse  or  handbag  -  and 
don’t  carry  large  amounts  of 
cash. 

On  Jan.  27,  the  SF  Police 
Department  partnered  with  SF 
SAFE,  Safety  Network  and  other 
community  organizations  to  kick 
off  the  Chinese  New  Year  with  a 
Crime  Prevention  Campaign  for 
local  merchants  in  Chinatown 
and  the  Sunset  and  Richmond 
districts.  If  you’d  like  more  in¬ 
formation,  come  by  the 
Richmond  Station  and  pick  up  a 
crime  prevention  flyer  in  the 
front  lobby. 

The  topic  at  the  Jan.  18  com¬ 
munity/police  forum  meeting 
was  “animal  nuisances.”  Officer 
Andrew  O’Brien  of  Animal  Care 
&  Control  (ACC)  addressed  the 
interested  and  lively  group.  The 
most  ardent  participants  were 
voicing  their  frustrations  over  a 
situation  where  a  neighbor  of 
theirs  leaves  their  dogs  on  a  deck 
while  away  at  work  and  the  dogs 
bark  incessantly. 

This  is  a  fairly  common  prob¬ 
lem  and  one  that  poses  chal¬ 
lenges  for  all  parties  involved, 
including  the  police.  O’Brien  ex¬ 


plained  that  if  an  animal,  usually 
a  dog,  is  merely  making  noise, 
they  should  refer  those  com¬ 
plaints  to  the  Taraval  Station. 
The  ACC  will  only  get  involved 
in  a  barking  dog  complaint  if 
there  is  valid  evidence  that  the 
animal  is  not  being  properly 
cared  for  or  is  in  distress. 

Section  41(1)  of  the  San 
Francisco  Health  Code  defines  a 
barking  dog  as  “a  dog  that  barks, 
bays,  cries,  howls,  or  makes  any 
other  noise  continuously  and  in¬ 
cessantly  for  a  period  of  10  min¬ 
utes  to  the  disturbance  of  any 
other  person.”  However,  for  the 
police  department  to  cite  an  ani¬ 
mal’s  owner  for  the  misde¬ 
meanor,  according  to  our  current 
policy,  we  need  to  get  two  (2) 
separate  and  unrelated  com¬ 
plainants  residing  at  different  ad¬ 
dresses  within  300  feet  of  the 
barking  dog.  Both  of  the  com¬ 
plainants  have  to  be  willing  to 
make  a  private  person’s  arrest, 
which  means  being  named  in  the 
police  report  and  potentially  be¬ 
ing  required  to  appear  and  testify 
in  court. 

First,  though,  police  officers 
will  attempt  to  resolve  the  matter 
through  a  dialogue  with  the  ani¬ 
mal’s  owner  prior  to  citing,  if 
possible,  for  two  very  good  rea¬ 
sons:  (1)  It  is  rare  to  receive  two 
unrelated  complaints  from  differ¬ 
ent  addresses  within  300  feet  of 
the  noise-making  animal,  and, 
(2)  relations  between  neighbors 
can  be  worsened  when  one  party 
hastens  to  make  a  situation  crimi¬ 
nal  in  nature. 

There  are  times,  however. 


when  all  possible  means  of  medi¬ 
ation  and  communication  have 
failed  and  the  only  alternative  is 
•  to  issue  a  citation.  But,  now 
we’re  back  to  the  first  difficulty. 
In  the  event  that  the  officers  are 
unable  to  cite  an  owner,  there  is 
always  the  option  of  filing  a  re¬ 
port  and  then  following  up  on  the 
complaint  with  the  commanding 
officer  of  the  police  district  of  oc¬ 
currence,  or  contacting  the  dis¬ 
trict  attorney’s  office. 

Some  of  the  recommendations 
for  negotiating  with  the  animal’s 
owner  prior  to  having  them  cited 
is  direct  communication  (oral  or 
written),  communication  with  the 
landlord.  Community  Boards 
(conflict  resolution  service)  and, 
of  course,  the  police  department. 

Many  owners  who  leave  their 
pet  outside  while  they  are  at 
work  may  have  a  valid  reason  for 
doing  it.  However,  if  their  pet  be¬ 
comes  a  nuisance,  it  is  the  own¬ 
er’s  responsibility  to  attempt  to 
resolve  these  issues  with  obedi¬ 
ence  training,  dog  therapy,  dog¬ 
gie  day  care,  etc. 

We  encourage  pet  owners  to 
take  responsibility  for  their  pets 
by  obeying  leash  and  “pooper 
scooper”  laws  and  working  with 
neighbors  to  resolve  nuisance 
complaints. 

The  next  community  meeting 
will  be  at  Richmond  Station’s 
community  room,  461  Sixth 
Ave.,  on  Tuesday,  Feb.  15,  at  1 
p.m.  Eileen  Ross,  from  the 
Department  of  Parking  and 
Traffic,  will  briefly  discuss 
pedestrian  safety  and  ask  for 
community  input  on  traffic-calm¬ 
ing  guidelines.  Additionally, 
Larry  Fong,  the  SF  Department 
of  Public  Health’s  principal  in¬ 
spector,  will  discuss  littering, 
garbage  and  restaurant  regula¬ 
tions  that  are  enforced  by  the 
department.  I  hope  to  see  you  all 
there. 

Capt.  Sandra  Tong  is  the 
commanding  officer  at  the 
Richmond  Police  Station. 


Police  Blotter 


Robbery  with  Force, 
Assault:  Jan.  1,  2:25  a.m., 
Intersection  of  Sixth  Avenue 
and  Fulton  Street 

A  44-year-old  man  was  walk¬ 
ing  south  on  Sixth  Avenue  from  a 
bar  on  New  Year’s  Eve.  As  he 
approached  the  intersection  at 
Fulton  Street,  two  suspects  at¬ 
tacked  him,  punching  and  kick¬ 
ing  him  repeatedly.  They  stole 
$43  and  a  cell  phone.  After  the 
victim  fell  to  the  ground,  one  of 
the  suspects  continued  to  kick 
him. 

A  couple  getting  out  of  a  taxi 
witnessed  the  assault  and  called 
police,  who  arrived  to  find  the 
victim  lying  on  the  sidewalk  with 
his  right  eye  swollen  shut  and  a 
bloody  nose.  The  victim  was  ex¬ 
tremely  intoxicated  and  had  diffi¬ 
culty  focusing  on  the  police  offi¬ 
cer’s  questions. 

After  calling  for  an  ambu¬ 
lance,  the  officers  were  able  to 
get  a  description  of  the  suspects 
from  the  witnesses  and  searched 
the  area.  They  found  two  sus¬ 
pects  matching  the  descriptions 
standing  at  the  corner  of  Park 
Presidio  Boulevard  and  Fulton. 
As  the  officers  approached,  one 
suspect  took  off  running  on  Park 
Presidio  and  then  into  the  bushes. 
The  other  suspect  did  not  flee 
and  was  detained  by  police. 

The  23-year-old  suspect,  who 
lives  in  Santa  Rosa,  told  police 
that  his  accomplice  was  his 
brother.  He  was  placed  in  a  hold¬ 


ing  cell  at  Richmond  Station. 

Approximately  two  hours  lat¬ 
er,  a  police  vehicle  located  the 
other  suspect.  He  fled  again  at 
the  sight  of  police  but  was  found 
hiding  under  a  car.  The  suspect, 
who  surrendered  peacefully,  was 
placed  under  arrest  at  Richmond 
Station. 

One  of  the  witnesses  positive¬ 
ly  identified  the  suspect  in  a  cold 
show  as  being  the  suspect  in¬ 
volved  in  the  assault. 

Apartment  Burglary:  Jan.  5, 
5:25  p.m,  800  Block  of  La 
Playa 

The  manager  of  an  apartment 
house  across  the  street  from  a 
grocery  store  on  La  Playa  called 
police  about  two  bicycles  that 
had  been  stolen  out  of  a  tenant’s 
apartment  the  previous  day.  The 
manager  believed  the  perpetra¬ 
tors  had  cased  the  building  the 
day  before  and  were  currently  in 
the  grocery  store  with  the  bikes. 

When  the  two  suspects  exited 
the  store  with  the  bikes,  police 
approached  them  and  asked  them 
if  they  were  their  bikes.  One  sus¬ 
pect  told  police  he  had  just  pur¬ 
chased  the  bike  for  $20  but 
couldn’t  identify  who  sold  it. 

The  victim  walked  up  and 
said,  ‘That’s  my  bicycle,  I  recog¬ 
nize  my  seat  and  bottle  holder.” 

Both  suspects  were  transport¬ 
ed  to  Richmond  Station  for  fur¬ 
ther  questioning.  One  of  the  sus¬ 
pects  admitted  stealing  the  bikes 


while  being  interrogated  and  said 
he  had  fallen  off  the  bike  after 
stealing  it. 

A  search  of  one  of  the  sus¬ 
pect’s  backpacks  turned  up  a 
leafy  substance  suspected  to  be 
marijuana. 

Both  suspects  were  booked  at 
Richmond  Station. 

Fraudulent  Use  of  ATM 
Card:  Dec.  30,  2:54  p.m.,  2500 
Block  of  California  Street 

The  manager  of  a  gas  station 
called  police  about  an  employee 
who  was  suspected  of  stealing 
from  the  till. 

The  35-year-old  suspect 
works  alone  on  the  night  shift. 
The  manager  suspected  the  sus¬ 
pect  was  pocketing  the  cash  giv¬ 
en  to  him  by  customers  and  then 
manually  inputting  the  amount 
with  a  credit  card  number.  The 
manager  showed  police  transac¬ 
tion  slips  he  found  in  the  garbage 
along  with  invoices  from  a  credit 
card  company  requesting  the 
signed  slips.  The  manager  esti¬ 
mated  that  the  total  stolen  was 
between  $10,000  and  $15,000. 

Under  police  questioning,  the 
suspect  caved  in.  “I  had  a  big 
problem  several  months  ago,”  he 
said.  “I  owed  money  to  some 
friend.  I  only  get  paid  $8.50  an 
hour  without  benefits.  I  needed 
some  money.”  The  suspect  said 
he  obtained  credit  card  numbers 
by  copying  them  from  cus¬ 
tomers’  cards. 


February  2005 


The  Richmond  Review  •  7 


Local  volunteers  work  to  improve  life  in  other  countries 


Now  Accepting  Plastic  Tubs  &  Lids 


by  Yolanda  A.  Daglio 

Some  people  are  born  knowing  their 
mission  in  life.  So  it  is  with  long-time 
Sunset  residents  Marina,  Jim  and  their  son 
William  McKenzie  and  Richmond  resi¬ 
dents  Lillian  and  Ernest  Del  Barrio.  Their 
desire  has  been  to  help  those  less  fortunate 
than  themselves,  and  their  vehicle  has  been 
Project  Concern  International  (PCI). 

PCI  took  root  in  the  mind  of  a  young 
San  Diego  doctor  in  1961.  While  volun¬ 
teering  at  a  Tijuana  Clinic  that  year.  Dr. 
Jim  Turpin  faced  the  life-and-death  reali¬ 
ties  of  children  and  their  families  in  Third- 
World  countries.  It  was  a  shock  that  such 
despair  for  basic  medical  needs  existed 
even  in  a  country  that  shares  our  own  bor¬ 
der.  It  grieved  him  to  think  of  the  millions 
of  children  and  their  families  in  more  dis¬ 
tant  countries  suffering  from  diseases  that 
have  not  seen  in  the  United  States  for  gen- 

"I  remember  sleeping  in 
an  old  dental  building 
while  we  worked  on  the 
hospital  in  Tijuana." 

-  Jim  McKenzie 

erations. 

Turpin  knew  what  he  had  to  do. 

Aldng  with  his  family  he  moved  to 
Hong  Kong  and  opened  a  floating  medical 
clinic  for  the  residents  of  Kowloon,  and 
PCI  was  given  birth. 

In  the  40  years  plus  since,  the  organiza¬ 
tion  has  grown  and  spread  to  12  countries 
on  five  continents.  Thousands  of  people 
have  joined  to  share  Turpin’s  vision  of  a 
healthy  child  and  parents,  and  urged  local 
communities  and  governments,  who  had 
the  power  to  prevent  illness  and  disease,  to 
take  action. 

Prevention  is  accomplished  in  four  ba¬ 
sic  areas:  improving  mother/child  health; 
food  sources;  water  sources;  and  prevent¬ 
ing  disease  by  training  volunteer  health 
providers.  Thousands  more  people  like  the 
McKenzies  and  the  Del  Barrios  have  vol¬ 
unteered  their  time  and  energy  in  organiz¬ 
ing  fundraising  events  to  keep  the  motor  of 
PCI  moving  forward. 

One  such  fundraising  event.  Project 
Concern  International  -  First  Benefit 
Concert,  will  be  held  Feb.  26,  starting  at 
7:30  p.m.  at  the  American  Music  Hall  at 
859  O’Farrell  St.  For  the  $34.50  tickets, 
call  (415)  681-1400.  Entertainment  will  be 
provided  by  several  local  music  groups  in¬ 
cluding  The  Tubes,  a  band  that  sprung  into 
mainstream  musical  artistry  right  from  the 
bosom  of  the  Sunset  District. 

With  fondness,  the  McKenzies  recall 
collecting  Blue  Chip  Stamps  to  help  fund 
PCI  in  the  early  ’60s;  and  their  son 
William  at  the  tender  age  of  seven  became 
interested  in  his  parents’  charitable  activi¬ 
ties.  There  were  also  fashion  shows. 

It  was  in  this  decade  also  that  Dr. 
Dennis  Wong  joined  in  Turpin’s  vision  by 


helping  buy  a  barge  that  served  as  a  float¬ 
ing  medical  clinic  in  Hong  Kong  Harbor. 
In  the  meantime,  in  San  Francisco,  Wong 
recruited  volunteers  which  evolved  to  be¬ 
come  PCI. 

In  the  ’70s,  the  McKenzies,  including 
their  four  sons,  traveled  to  Tijuana, 
Mexico,  several  times  to  help  build  a  hos¬ 
pital. 

“I  remember,”  recalled  Jim,  “sleeping 
in  an  old  dental  building  while  we  worked 
on  the  hospital  in  Tijuana.” 

Marina  continues,  “The  ’80s  were  a 
quiet  time,  as  far  as  our  own  activities 
were  concerned,  but  in  1993  we  made  a 
trip  back  to  Tijuana  to  see  how  the  hospi¬ 
tal  looked  all  completed  and  we  were  re¬ 
inspired  to  do  more  fundraising.  We  had 
banquets  at  the  Officers’  Club  in  the 
Presidio  and  dinners  and  auctions  in  San 
Diego.  Two  years  ago.  Project  Concern 
International  celebrated  its  40th  anniver¬ 
sary  with  an  event  at  the  United  Irish 
Cultural  Center  in  the  Parkside  District.” 

For  this  year’s  fundraising  event, 
William  McKenzie,  in  part,  is  taking  up 
the  torch  for  his  parents  and 
is  looking  for  others  of  his 
age  group.  So  far,  he  has  re¬ 
cruited  The  Tubes  to  play  at 
the  concert,  KFOG  radio  to 
make  public  announcements 
and  KFOG’s  DJ  Megan 
Slankard  to  perform.  He  is 
also  being  interviewed  by 
Comcast’s  Jack  Hanson. 

“Part  of  what  we  collect,” 
added  William,  “will  also  be 
directed  to  survivors  of  the 
tsunami  in  South  Asia, 
which,  by  the  way,  did  not 
damage  any  of  PCI’s  offices 
there.”  This  made  it  easier 
for  relief  services  to  reach 
those  affected  by  that  terrible 
tragedy.  A  story  was  pub¬ 
lished  in  the  SF  Chronicle 
reporting  that  BART  riders 
would  be  asked  to  use  left¬ 
over  change  to  buy  water  for 
victims  in  Indonesia  and 
Safeway  would  match  those 
funds  in  bottled  water.  As 
well,  Singapore  Airlines 
would  fly  20  tons  of  water 
for  free  and  Project  Concern 
International,  with  a  staff  of 
250  in  the  affected  areas, 
would  deliver  it. 

BART  spokesman  Linton 
Johnson  said  that  all  organi¬ 
zations  involved  (in  collect¬ 
ing  funds  for  tsunami  vic¬ 
tims),  “have  agreed  to  bear 
any  administrative  costs  and 
use  all  the  donated  money 
for  water  ...  any  amount 
raised  above  $2,000  would 
be  sent  to  PCI  for  tsunami 
aid.” 

“People  should  also  be 
told,”  William  continued, 

“that  we  are  hoping  to  get 


To  order  Recycling  Posters  call 

330-1300 

Sunset  Scavenger  Company 

626-4000 

Golden  Gate  Disposal 
&  Recycling  Company 


People  •  Service  •  Environment 

SUNSET  SCAVENGER  COMPANY 
GOLDEN  GATE  DISPOSAL 
&  RECYCLING  COMPANY 

Proud  to  be  Employee  Owned 


'  SF  Environment 

Our  home.  Our  city.  Our  plooot. 


Free  “Brown  Bag”  Lectures  on  Heart  Health 

Presented  by  UCSF  Medical  Center  doctors  — - 


Heart  Disease  is  the 
Nation’s  #1  Killer 
February  is  Heart  Health  Month 


tO  Brown  Bag  lectures  •  San  Francisco  •  12- 1pm 

: 

FRIDAY,  FEB.  4  "Women  and  Heart  Disease"  -  Rita  Redberg,  MD,  MSc 
Location:  Cole  Hall,  Medical  Sciences  Building,  513  Parnassus  Ave. 
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FRIDAY,  FEB.  1 1  "Congestive  Heart  Failure"  -  Ann  Thorson,  MD 
Location:  Health  Sciences  West,  Room  300,  enter  via  513  Parnassus  Ave. 

MONDAY  FEB.  14  "Congenital  Heart  Disease"  -  Elyse  Foster,  MD 
Location:  School  of  Nursing  building.  Room  N-225,  2  Koret  Way. 

FRIDAY,  FEB.  18  "Prevention  of  Cardiovascular  Diseases"  -  Michael 
Crawford,  MD 

Location:  Cole  Hall,  Medical  Sciences  Building,  513  Parnassus  Ave. 

FRIDAY,  FEB.  25  "Advances  in  Minimally  Invasive  Treatment  of  Peripheral 

Vascular  Disease" -  Darren  Schneider,  MD 

Location:  Cole  Hall,  Medical  Sciences  Building,  513  Parnassus  Ave. 

MONDAY,  FEB.  28  " Heart  Failure  and  Devices"-  Donald  Hill,  MD 
Location:  School  of  Nursing  building,  Room  N-225, 2  Koret  Way 

More  info:  888/689-UCSF  •  www.ucsfhealth.org/heart 


UCsf  Medical  Center 

Heart  Sc  Vascular  Center 


sponsors  for  the  event.”  ‘Get  involved  in  mankind!’” 

“Dr.  Turpin  is  a  real  inspiration,”  says  For  more  information  about  PCI,  call 
Marina,  “Many  times,  he  was  heard  to  say,  (415)  577-4454. 


££>  plastic  tubs  and  lids  can 

now  join  your  recyclable  paper, 
cans  and  bottles  in  your  blue  cart. 


Photo:  Francis  da  Silva 

Marina  and  William  McKenzie  are  two  of  the  people  that  make  Project  Concern 
International  a  successful  international  aid  organization. 
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Performers  have  it  their  way  at  Old  First  Concerts 


by  Judith  Kahn 

At  the  Old  First  Presbyterian 
Church,  the  public  can  listen  to 
such  multi-talented  musicians  as 
Dennis  Lee,  playing  the  “Sonata 
in  F  Minor”  on  the  piano,  or  the 
Gold  Coast  Chamber  Players, 
with  Daniel  Shapiro  or  David 
Burgess,  playing  the  works  of 
celebrated  Brazilian  composers 
on  guitar. 

Old  First  Concerts  is  cele¬ 
brating  its  35th  anniversary  this 
year.  It  is  traditional,  in  Europe, 
to  hold  concerts  in  churches  be¬ 
cause  the  high  ceilings  and  hard¬ 
wood  surfaces  of  the  structures 
allow  the  sound  to  reflect,  mak¬ 
ing  it  acoustically  perfect. 

The  architecture  at  the  Old 
First  Church,  with  its  50-foot-tall 
ceiling,  is  no  exception.  The 
church  dates  back  to  1 849  and  is 
the  oldest  Presbyterian  church  in 
California. 

Although  chamber  music  is 
predominant,  other  types  of  con¬ 


A&G 

Vacuum  &  Sewing 

Sales  &  Repairs 
New  &  Used 

(Since  1955) 

Royal,  Sharp,  Eureka, 
Panasonic,  Kirby, 
Hoover,  Rainbow  And 
All  Other  Makes 

4007  Balboa  St. 

Btwn.  41st  &  42nd 

„,8  752-7770 


certs  are  performed,  ranging 
from  solos  to  quartet  chamber 
performances  in  folk,  Celtic, 
blues,  bluegrass  and  jazz  music. 
The  major  requirement  for  any 
performance  given  at  Old  First  is 
that  the  music  genre  is  appropri¬ 
ate  and  its  instruments  fit  acousti¬ 
cally. 

The  concert  series  at  Old  First 
Concerts  has  become  known  as  a 
place  for  musicians  to  expand 
and  explore  their  musical  talents. 

William  Bowles,  a  Richmond 
District  resident  and  the  director 
of  the  concert  series,  takes  pride 
in  the  fact  that  they  make  a  con¬ 
scious  effort  to  introduce  new 
compositions  and  artists  to  the 
public.  One  upcoming  concert, 
scheduled  for  Feb.  4,  at  8  p.m., 
features  Thomas  Schultz  on  pi¬ 
ano  performing  the  music  of 
Rzewski,  Schubert,  Stockhausen 
and  Liszt. 

Old  First  Concerts  is  “one  of 
the  best  kept  secrets  in  town,” 
Bowles  said. 

Pastor  Bodo,  once  a  pastor  of 
Old  First  and  a  cellist,  started  the 
concerts  in  the  basement  of  the 
church  by  inviting  musicians,  ac¬ 
tors  and  dancers  to  perform. 
Although  the  actors’  and 
dancers’  performances  have 
stopped,  the  concerts  have  con¬ 
tinued  for  35  years.  Old  First 
Church  gives  nearly  80  concerts 
throughout  the  year.  They  are 
performed  on  most  Fridays  at  8 
p.m.  and  most  Sundays  at  4  p.m. 
Ticket  prices  range  from  $12  to 


$15.  There  is  also  a  ticket  dis¬ 
count  program.  With  the  pur¬ 
chase  of  five  tickets,  there  is  a  10 
percent  discount  and  with  the 
purchase  of  10  tickets  there  is  a 
20  percent  discount.  The  tickets 
are  good  for  a  12-month  period 
and  are  good  for  admission  to 
any  concert,  with  the  exception 
of  specially-priced  concerts. 
Validated  parking  is  available  at 
the  Old  First  parking  garage  at 
1725  Sacramento  St.  (between 
Van  Ness  Avenue  and  Polk 
Street). 

Musicians  who  presently  per¬ 
form  at  Old  First  Concerts  are 
well-seasoned,  world-class  musi¬ 
cians.  Some  have  won  interna¬ 
tional  awards  and  all  are  experi¬ 
enced  concert  performers. 

Old  First  is  a  non-profit  orga¬ 
nization  which  receives  40  per¬ 
cent  of  its  funding  from  ticket 
sales  and  30  percent  from  private 
donations. 

Bowles  is  very  grateful  also 
for  the  support  received  from  the 
following  organizations:  Grants 
for  the  Arts,  from  the  San 
Francisco  Hotel  Tax  fund; 
William  and  Flora  Hewlett 
Foundation;  Ann  and  Gordon 
Getty  Foundation;  and  Stanley  A. 
Ibler,  Jr.  Memorial  Fund  of 
Music.  Like  many  non-profit  or¬ 
ganizations,  Old  First  Church  is 
understaffed  and  the  help  of  vol¬ 
unteers  is  needed  to  put  on  the 
shows. 

Bowles  says  more  volunteers 
on-board  would  stabilize  the  or¬ 


CPracitcaffy  CPerfect  * 

JpJedcfiny  dc  Gommitm  ent  Geremonies  • 

your  guide  to  finding  the  right  words  • 

“The  indispensable  guide-book  for  * 

creating  a  memorable  wedding  ceremony.”  • 

Valentine’s  Day,  5  pm  * 

At  Cover  to  Cover,  Castro  &  24th  St.  • 

Available  at  Amazon.com,  BN.com  or  by  author  • 

For  Consultation  &  Officiation,  Contact  Angel  Stork  at  41 5-285-2571  • 
anaelstorkQvahoo.com  • 


San  Francisco 
233  Sansome  Street 
415  338.0843 


San  Francisco 
1023  Stockton  Street 
415  338.0879 


San  Francisco 
317  SixthAvenue 
415.338.0809 


San  Francisco 
2001  Irving  Street 
415.338.0600 


Oakland 
360  TwelftbStreet 
510  834.0731 


Millbrae 

500  BroadwayAvenue 
650  259.3388 


City  of  Industry 
18605  b.  GaleAvenue 
626  912.8030 


Honolulu 
765  Bishop  Street 
808.543.3700 


Honolulu  i 

2851  b.  ManoaRoad 
808  973.4500  fDM  Gt 


Customer  Service  Center 

9:00  a  m.  to  5:00  p.m.  PST 


1 .800.881 .2686  www.bankorient.com 


Bankofthe  Orient® 

Service  Strengthened  byOver  30  Years  of  Financial  Expertise 


Explore 

endless  business 
opportunities. 


Bank  of  the  Orient  is  backed  by 
over  30  years  of  financial 
expertise,  localized  knowledge, 
and  comprehensive  business 
finance  services.  Countonus 
in  yourbusiness  expansion 


and  your  road  to  success. 
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Shoko  Hikage  performs  with  the  Wooden  Fish  Ensemble  as 
part  of  the  Old  First  Concerts  series  of  performances  held  in 
January. 


ganization  by  developing  a 
stronger  promotional  program 
and  a  more  expansive  fundrais¬ 
ing  campaign 

Bowles  has  been  the  director 
of  Old  First  Concerts  for  two 
years.  He  is  thrilled  when  he 
pulls  together  a  successful  con¬ 
cert. 

“It  is  really  satisfying,”  he  re¬ 
marked. 

Directing  programs  is  not  new 
to  Bowles.  Prior  to  becoming  di¬ 
rector  of  the  Old  First  Church 
Concerts,  he  was  an  administra¬ 
tor  for  the  SF  Opera  Company. 
He  also  worked  as  the  technical 
director  for  the  Eugene  Oregon 
Ballet  Company  and  was  once 
production  manager  for  the 
Eugene  Opera  Company.  He 
himself  is  a  percussion  musician. 

Bowles  looks  forward  to  con¬ 
tinuing  to  offer  timeless  favorites 
from  the  standard  repertoire  of 


chamber  music  and  new  compo¬ 
sitions. 

For  more  information,  call 
Old  first  Concerts  at  (415)  474- 
1608  or  go  to  their  web  site  at 
www.  oldfirstconcerts.  org. 

Docent  training 
for  park  garden 

Volunteers  who  enjoy  inter¬ 
acting  with  children  and  adults 
and  love  the  outdoors  are  invited 
to  lead  children’s  walks  and  gar¬ 
den  tours  at  the  SF  Botanical 
Garden  at  Strybing  Arboretum. 
No  previous  horticultural  experi¬ 
ence  is  required. 

Docent  training  sessions  are 
$75  and  take  place  at  the  botani¬ 
cal  garden,  located  at  Golden 
Gate  Park.  For  more  information, 
call  661-1316,  ext.  312,  or 
www.sfbotanicalgarden.org. 


Your  Future  Needs  English 

/  9  levels  of  conversational  English  classes. 

/  Specialists  in  TOEFL  preparation. 

✓  Business  English  for  foreign  students. 

/  Morning,  afternoon  and  evening  classes  (year-round 
program). 

/  First  4  hours  FREE! 

/  TOEIC  preparation. 

/  GMAT/GRE  preparation. 


Authorized  under  federal  law  to  enroll  non-immigrant  alien  students. 


1-20 

ilMt 

TOEFL  Test-, 

San  Francisco 
Institute  of  English 

Since  1987 

3301  Balboa  St 

Call  for  free  brochure  750-1755 

Fax:  750-9939 

Licensed  by  the  council  for  private  and  post-secondary  education. 
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'Heron  lady'  shares  love  of 
majestic  birds  with  public 


by  Ryder  W.  Miller 

Nancy  DeStefanis,  the  “heron 
lady  of  Golden  Gate  Park,”  has 
formed  a  non-profit  organization, 
San  Francisco  Nature  Education, 
to  acquaint  underserved  third  and 
fourth  grade  students  with  the 
various  types  of  birds  that  can  be 
found  in  the  City. 

DeStefanis,  a  former  Sunset 
District  resident  and  current 
Richmond  resident  who  manages 
the  Stow  Lake  Great  Blue  Heron 
Program,  works  at  the  Richmond 
District  office  of  San  Francisco 
Nature  Education,  where  the 
walls  of  the  office  are  filled  with 
pictures  of  birds,  including  her 
beloved  Great  Blue  Heron. 

DeStefanis  first  discovered  a 
nesting  pair  of  Great  Blue 
Herons  in  Golden  Gate  Park  in 
1993.  Her  life  has  never  been  the 
same. 

“The  experience  was  so  excit¬ 
ing  for  me  I  kept  coming  back,” 
she  said.  “The  bird  looked  like  a 
Concord  jet  with  its  six-foot¬ 
wide  wing  span.” 

DeStefanis  then  started  a  new 
career  monitoring  and  compiling 
information  about  the  Great  Blue 
Herons  nesting  at  Stow  Lake. 
The  herons  were  later  discovered 
at  Lake  Merced  as  well. 

DeStefanis  has  found  support 
for  her  project  from  the 
California  Academy  of  Sciences, 
SF  Bay  Bird  Observatory, 
Golden  Gate  Audubon  Society 
and  Audubon  Canyon  Ranch. 

In  1997,  teachers  started  ask¬ 
ing  her  to  take  their  students  out 
on  nature  hikes  to  see  the  birds. 
By  2000,  she  formed  SF  Nature 
Education  to  organize  school 
programs  and  the  heron  watch 
program.  The  Golden  Gate 
Audubon  Society  sponsored  the 
first  program. 

The  Stow  Lake  Great  Blue 
Heron  watch  program  runs  in 
April  and  May. 

“She  did  a  terrific  job  starting 
the  program  for  the  kids,”  said 
Dan  Murphy,  former  president  of 
the  Golden  Gate  Audubon 
Society.  “She  is  an  absolutely  dy¬ 
namic  lady  who  is  doing  a  won¬ 
derful  job.” 

DeStefanis  started  the  eight 
week  program  “so  the  public 
could  share  the  delight  and  sheer 
wonder  of  watching  the  chicks 
grow  up  and  leant  to  fly.” 

For  the  herons,  January  and 
February  is  a  courtship  period.  In 
March,  the  herons  lay  eggs  and 
keep  them  warm  until  April  and 
May,  when  the  first  chicks  hatch. 
In  11  seasons,  71  chicks  have 
hatched  at  the  lake.  Most  of  the 
Great  Blue  Herons  stay  in  the 
Bay  Area,  going  to  Lake  Merced, 
Audubon  Canyon  Ranch  and  oth- 

Art  Commission 
seeks  artists 

The  SF  Arts  Commission  is 
looking  for  artists  interested  in 
public  art  opportunities  in  the 
City.  Applicants  must  be  practic¬ 
ing,  professional  artists  residing 
in  the  United  States.  To  be  con¬ 
sidered  in  the  2005  annual  pool 
of  qualified  artists  for  public  arts 
projects,  for  whom  artwork  bud¬ 
gets  range  from  $20,000  to 
$100,000,  visit  www.sfartscom- 
mission/pubart  for  a  prospectus 
by  Tuesday,  March  1,  or  send  a 
self-addressed,  stamped  envelope 
to:  2005  Annual  Qualified  Artist 
Pool,  SF  Arts  Commission,  25 
Van  Ness  Ave.,  Ste.  240,  SF,  CA 
94102. 
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Nancy  DeStefanis  points  to  a  Great  Blue  Heron  nesting 
spot  located  at  Golden  Gate  Park's  Stow  Lake. 


er  locations. 

“They  are  the  best  show  in 
town,”  DeStefanis  said. 

The  Academy  of  Sciences 
provided  volunteers  for  the  “cool 
birds  who  hang  around”  pro¬ 
gram,  but  with  the  Academy 
temporarily  closed  in  the  park, 
DeStefanis  has  had  to  look  else¬ 
where  for  volunteer  docents. 

In  addition  to  the  Stow  Lake 
Heron  watch  program, 
DeStefanis  also  organizes  a  bird 
watching  program  for  families  at 
the  Strybing  Arboretum  on  the 
first  Saturday  of  the  month. 

SF  Nature  Education  spends 
10  hours  with  the  school  children 
involved  in  both  programs.  There 
are  visits  to  the  classrooms  and 
then  to  Stow  Lake  and  the 
Strybing  Arboretum.  “They  be¬ 
come  mini  experts  on  the  birds  of 
San  Francisco,”  DeStefanis  said. 

DeStefanis  said  that  for  every 
class  of  third  graders  they  need 
three  naturalists  to  make  the  pro¬ 
gram  successful.  The  naturalists 
also  supply  binoculars. 

SF  Nature  Education  also  or¬ 
ganizes  an  annual  Bird  Calling 
Contest,  which  is  a  popular  at¬ 
traction.  SF  Nature  Education 
has  a  board  of  directors,  manned 
by  volunteer  photographers  and 
naturalists. 

“As  we  grow,  we  continue  to 
add  classes  from  new  schools 
where  children  don’t  have  much 
exposure  to  wildlife  and  parks,” 
DeStefanis  said. 


An  estimated  4,000  people 
have  participated  in  public  pro¬ 
grams  at  Stow  Lake  and  2,000 
children  have  attended  education 
programs,  where  they  are  ex¬ 
posed  to  stewardship  and  leader¬ 
ship  opportunities  while  being 
encouraged  to  recycle  and  com¬ 
post. 

DeStefanis  has  worked  to  pro¬ 
tect  the  Great  Blue  Herons  by 
placing  collars  around  the  park’s 
trees  to  deter  the  raccoons. 

On  Nov.  19,  the  first  Great 
Blue  Heron  chick  of  the  season 
was  spotted  at  Stow  Lake. 

An  attorney  and  former  com¬ 
munity  organizer  for  Cesar 
Chavez,  DeStefanis  has  been  in 
San  Francisco  since  1970. 

“People  do  not  need  to  leave 
San  Francisco  to  appreciate  na¬ 
ture.  We  could  have  just  collect¬ 
ed  data  on  the  colony,  but  I  saw 
an  opportunity.  For  urban  folks, 
they  do  not  have  to  travel  to  be  in 
nature,”  she  said. 

“When  a  child  that  says  to  me, 
‘It  was  the  best  day  of  my  life’ 
and  goes  back  to  school  and  re¬ 
cycles,  that’s  the  only  reward  I 
need,”  she  said. 

SF  Nature  Education  will  be 
organizing  Great  Blue  Heron 
programs  at  Stow  Lake  in  April 
and  May,  including  nature  walks 
on  Saturdays,  from  April  16  to 
May  21.  For  more  information, 
call  (415)  387-9160  or  visit  the 
website  at  www.sfnature.org. 
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Dollar  Days! 
Everything  $i 
on  this  page 


The  helpful  place. 


And  Dozens  More ... 


21  Pc.  First  Aid  Kit 

•  Includes  bandages, 
antiseptic  and  more 
9060394 


Stainless  Steel 
Knives 

•  5"  steak  or  3"  paring 
6004221 , 6030720 


TVash  Bags 

•  Drawstring  tall  kitchen, 
13-gal.,  15  ct.  or  large 
trash,  33-gal.,  15  ct. 
6000-415,  6000403, 
64064,  069,  058 


Soft  White  Light 


40,  60.  75  or  100 
watt,  4  pk.  or  50,  100 
or  1 50  watt  3-way 
single  pk. 

36835.31341,342, 
361,  33367 


Household  Cleaners 

•  16  oz.  oven  cleaner, 
12  oz.  disenfectent 
spray,  12.5  oz.  Polish, 
or  17  oz.  bathroom 
cleaner 

10707,  10791,  10832, 
10888 


Bag  of  Colored  Rags 

•  Soft  and  absorbent 

•  Dozens  of  household 


2/$1 


Palmolive  Dish 
Detergent 

•  Concentrated  forumula 

•  Original,  Green  Apple 
or  Antibacterial 

•  13  oz.  1015643, 

1201219,  1027427 

in  Laurel  Village 

3545  California  Street  @Spmce 
Mon-Fri  9-7,  Sat  9-6,  Sun  10-5 
415/751-5767 
www.standard5nl0.com 
info@standard5nl0.com 

'Dollar  days  and  best  buys  good  Feb.  2/1  -  2/28/05  only.  Quantities  are  limited  to  stock  on  hand  only. 
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lia*  &  Vietnamese 


“We’re  your 
neighborhood 
restaurant!” 


Serving  the 
Community 
since  1995 


Dine-in  or  Take  Out 

•  Breakfast  Specials,  Omelettes,  Steak  +  Eggs,  etc. 

•  Philly  Cheesesteaks/Hamburgers 

•  Pho  (Beef  Noodle  Soup) 

•  Lunch  &  Dinner  Specials 

•  Traditional  Vietnamese  Rice  Plates 

Open  Mon.,  Wed.-Fri.  1 0  am.  -  9:30  p.m.  (closed  Tues.) 
Weekends  8  a.m.-9:30  p.m.  •  387-2893  or  387-7918 

3528-3532  Balboa  St. 
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www.ymcasf.org 


STEP  1 

Bring  this  ad  to  the  Richmond  District  YMCA. 
STEP  2 

Activate  your  FREE  One-Week  trial  membership. 
STEP  3 

Get  connected.  You  belong  at  the  Y. 


SF  Bay  Area  residents  only.  ID  required.  One  trial  membership  per  person. 

Offer  expires  March  6  ,2005. 

Never  a  joining  fee.  Financial  assistance  available. 


Richmond  District  YMCA 

360  18th  Ave. 

San  Francisco,  CA  94121 
415.666.9622 
www.ymcasf.org/richmond 

le  YMCA.  Wc  build  strong  kids,  strong  families,  strong  communities. 


Dedicated 

I  am  a  prominent 
real  estate  figure  in  the  community. 
I  have  a  lot  of  dedication  and  experience 
helping  people  with  their  real  estate  needs. 
This  kind  of  experience  and  dedication 
sets  the  standards  for  excellence  in  the  industry. 

Call  me  if  you  are  buying  or  selling. 
V 


Chances  are.  I  can  help 

iU 


Ritchie 

hallanan 

r  k  a  l  k.sr  a  r  t  : 


An  Equal  Housing  Opportunity  Broker 
If  Your  Mouse  is  Currently  listed  ms  is 
Not  Intended  As  a  Solicitation 
01995*2000  Pw»p«t*Pl  USh 


Bruce  McKIeroy 
Ritchie  Hallanan  Real 
Estate  Ltd. 

415-353-5781  Direct 
415-353-5777  Fax 
mckleroy@1800filbert.com 
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What’s  On  Line? 


Attention  Buyers,  Sellers, 
Property  Owners,  Investors  or 
Tenants!  We  can  be  of  assistance 
to  you.  Check  our  website  at 
www.cournaleco.com 


REAL  ESTATE  •  SINCE  1945 

Sales  •  Management  •  Loans 

" Full  Service  At  Your  Service" 

4630  Geary  Blvd.  at  10th  Ave. 

752-3600 


LIKE  A  COOD  NEIGHBOR, 
STATE  FARM  IS  THERE.® 


McGoldrick  gets  new  wish  list 


At  the  Richmond  District 
Interfaith/Neighborhood  Agency 
Coalition  meeting  on  Jan.  25,  SF 
Supervisor  Jake  McGoldrick  was 
honored  for  his  work  in  the  com¬ 
munity  and  given  a  laundry  list 
of  neighborhood  concerns  to 
ponder  as  he  starts  serving  his 
second  term  as  the  neighbor¬ 
hood’s  (District  1)  supervisor. 

McGoldrick  was  credited 
with  getting  more  stop  signs, 
traffic  lights  and  painted  cross¬ 
walks  in  the  district  as  well  as 


for  sponsoring  initiatives  to  get 
more  money  for  education  and 
for  working  with  the  neighbor¬ 
hood  on  issues  of  concern,  in¬ 
cluding  the  leasing  of  the  Public 
Health  Hospital  on  Lake  Street, 
saving  the  Museum  Mechanique 
by  finding  it  a  temporary  loca¬ 
tion  until  it  can  be  returned  to 
the  Cliff  House  area  and  the 
restoration  of  Rossi  Playground. 

Robert  Sindelar,  the  coali¬ 
tion’s  co-chair  and  director  of 
the  Richmond  District  YMCA, 


expressed  some  of  the  coalition’s 
concerns.  He  hopes  the  supervi¬ 
sor  will  work  to  protect  SF 
Recreation  and  Park  Department 
programs  and  staff;  to  make  lo¬ 
cal  police  officers  more  cultural¬ 
ly  sensitive;  to  improve  condi¬ 
tions  and  after  school  programs 
in  the  schools;  and  to  fight  for 
statewide  funds  earmarked  for 
mental  health  programs. 

About  30  people  attended  the 
meeting,  which  was  held  at 
Temple  Beth  Sholom. 


Community  court  set  to  debut 


Continued  from  page  1 

During  its  first  year  of  opera¬ 
tion,  the  majority  of  the  cases 
heard  by  the  new  Sunset  court  in¬ 
volved  public  drunkenness,  van¬ 
dalism  and  possession  of  small 
amounts  of  marijuana. 

According  to  Louie,  a  total  of 
78  cases  were  heard  by  the  court 
and  $7,000  in  fines  were  collect¬ 
ed.  Non-profit  community  orga¬ 
nizations  in  the  Sunset  can  apply 
twice  yearly  for  funds  collected 
by  the  courts. 

According  to  Louie,  many  of 
the  cases  were  for  San  Francisco 


State  University  students  arrested 
for  the  first  time,  on  charges  of 
public  drunkenness  and  posses¬ 
sion  of  less  than  an  ounce  of 
marijuana.  She  points  out  that 
one  of  the  strengths  of  the  new 
court  system  is  that  police  offi¬ 
cers  are  more  likely  to  make  ar¬ 
rests  for  quality-of-life  crimes 
because  they  are  not  required  to 
testify  in  court. 

The  new  system  also  provides 
a  benefit  to  offenders  -  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  have  their  criminal 
records  expunged  if  they  are 
crime-free  for  a  year  following 
sentencing. 


The  new  courts  have  a  num¬ 
ber  of  tools  at  their  disposal  to 
discourage  offenders  from  re¬ 
peating  their  mistakes.  As  part  of 
the  sentencing  process,  commu¬ 
nity  courts  can  require  offenders 
to  attend  anger  management 
classes,  counseling  sessions  or 
substance  abuse  programs. 

The  debut  of  the  Richmond 
community  court  will  be  held  on 
Thursday,  Feb.  10,  at  the 
Richmond  District  YMCA,  from 
10  a.m.  to  noon.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation,  contact  Angela  Louie  at 
(415)  734-3018  or  by  e-mail  at 
Angela.Louie@  sfgov.  org. 


Local  New  Year's  festivities 


WE  LIVE  WHERE  YOU  LIVE.' 


For  your  Auto,  Home,  Life  and  Health  insurance  needs,  see  one  of 
these  State  Farm  Agents: 


Ernie  Louie 
2209  Clement  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94121 
415-752-6119 


CA  lie.  #0700879 


LIKE  A  GOOD  NEIGHBOR 


I NSURANC I 


STATE  FARM  IS  THERE 


Providing  Insurance  and  Financial  Services 


LINCOLN  PARK  GOLF  COURSE 

Golf  Clinics 
Now  in  Session! 


These  clinics  are  a  great  introduction  to  the  game  of  golf.  They 
also  provide  a  cost  effective  alternative  to  expensive  private 
lessons.  Clinic  subject  matter  will  cycle  on  a  six-week  sched¬ 
ule  and  the  student’s  collective  level  of  experience. 


Junior  clinics  -  Every  Tuesday  and  Thursday  from  4  p.m.  to  5  p.m. 
Ladies  clinics  -  Every  Tuesday  and  Thursday  from  5  p.m.  to  6  p.m. 
Senior  clinic  -  Wednesdays  from  5  p.m.  to  6  p.m. 

Beginners  clinic  every  Saturday  at  noon. 

Short  game  clinic  every  Saturday  at  1:30  p.m. 


All  clinics  are  1  hour  long. 

Adult  clinics  are  $15  per  session  or  6/$75 
Junior  clinics  are  $10  per  session  or  6/$50 


Private 

Lessons 

Also 

Available 


Call  Morgan  Wright  for  more  info  at  (415)  948-4004  or  by 
e-mail  at  morganwr@pacbell.net  •  www.playlincoln.com 


Continued  from  page  1 

Francisco’s  Chinatown.  In  the 
1960s,  the  parade  route  was 
moved  to  the  wider  streets  of  the 
financial  district  to  accommodate 
the  huge  crowds  of  parade  spec¬ 
tators. 

Organized  by  the  Chinese 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  the 
Chinese  New  Year  parade  is  the 
largest  event  of  its  kind  outside 
of  Asia.  More  than  100  groups 
participate  in  the  parade,  which 
includes  floats,  elaborate  cos¬ 
tumes,  lion  dancers,  firecrackers 
and  the  newly-crowned  Miss 
Chinatown  U.S.A.  and  her  court. 

A  crowd  favorite  is  the  201- 
foot-long  Golden  Dragon  (“Gum 
Lung”),  which  requires  more 
than  100  people  from  the  martial 
arts  group  White  Crane  to  carry 
it  through  the  streets.  Prior  to 
making  its  appearance  in  the  pa¬ 
rade,  the  ceremonial  dragon  will 
be  unveiled  to  the  public  aboard 
Hornblower’s  San  Francisco 
Belle  on  Tuesday,  Feb.  15,  at 
6:30  p.m. 

Other  events  that  will  be  hap- 

Alexandria 


pening  during  the  Chinese  New 
Year  are: 

•  Saturday,  Feb.  5:  A  ribbon¬ 
cutting  ceremony  with  Mayor 
Gavin  Newsom  and  a  mini-pro¬ 
cession  on  Grant  Avenue  to  kick¬ 
off  the  year’s  events.  The  San 
Francisco  Symphony  will  also 
host  a  Chinese  New  Year 
fundraiser  at  Davies  Symphony 
Hall  and  the  Flower  Market  Fair 
opens  in  Chinatown  so  families 
can  purchase  traditional  holiday 
plants,  flowers  and  fruits; 

•  Wednesday,  Feb.  9:  The 
Chinese  New  Year  officially 
starts; 

•  Weekend  of  Feb.  11  -  Feb. 
13:  The  Chinese  New  Year 
Carnival  will  take  place  at  Walter 
U.  Lum  Place,  at  Washington  and 
Clay  streets.  The  Miss 
Chinatown  U.S.A.  Pageant  will 
be  held  at  the  Palace  of  Fine  Arts 
with  women  from  throughout  the 
United  States  competing  for 
prizes  and  scholarships; 

•  Sunday,  Feb.  13;  The 
Chinese  New  Year  YMCA 
10K/5KRun/Walk  will  take  place 
throughout  Chinatown,  Fisher¬ 


man’s  Wharf  and  Fort  Mason.  It 
ends  on  Kearny  Street,  between 
Sacramento  and  Clay  streets; 

•  Friday,  Feb.  18:  The  newly 
selected  Miss  Chinatown  U.S.A. 
and  her  court  will  be  crowned  at 
Harrah’s  Coronation  Ball  at  the 
Westin  St.  Francis  Hotel; 

•  Weekend  of  Feb.  18  -  Feb. 
19:  A  free  community  street  fair 
in  Chinatown  will  include  music, 
folk  dance,  acrobats,  lion  danc¬ 
ing,  lantern  and  kite  making,  arts 
and  calligraphy  and  magic 
demonstrations; 

•  Saturday,  Feb.  19:  The 
Southwest  Airlines  Chinese  New 
Year  Parade,  a  free  event,  will 
take  place  from  5:30  p.m.  to  8 
p.m.  It  starts  at  Market  and 
Second  streets  and  travels  down 
Kearny  Street  to  Columbus 
Avenue.  Television  stations 
KTVU  (2)  and  KTSF  (26  -  in 
Chinese)  will  broadcast  the  pa¬ 
rade. 

For  more  information  about 
Chinese  New  Year’s  festivities, 
call  the  Chinese  Chamber  of 
Commerce  at  (415)  391-9680  or 
go  to  www.chineseparade.com. 


Theater  project 


Continued  from  page  1 

Patrick  Luy,  a  broker  with 
Coldwell  Banker  who  put  the 
deal  together,  assured  residents 
that  liquor,  fast-food  restaurants 
and  large  retail  stores  would  not 
be  suitable  tenants. 

Plans  for  a  separate  parcel,  a 
single  lot  on  the  north  side  of  the 


property  which  is  zoned  RH-2,  is 
expected  to  be  turned  into  two 
units  of  housing  or  sold  to  other 
developers,  according  to 
Gardner. 

When  the  Alexandria  is  torn 
down,  the  Bridge,  Balboa  and 
Four  Star  theaters  will  be  the 
only  theaters  remaining  in  the 
district. 


The  single-screen  Coronet 
Theater  on  Geary  Boulevard  was 
purchased  by  the  Institute  on 
Aging  in  the  summer  of  2000 
from  United  Artists.  Plans  are 
underway  to  build  a  low-income 
apartment  complex  with  health 
and  recreational  services  for  se¬ 
nior  citizens  at  the  site. 


Plotting  Presidio  forest's  future 


Continued  from  page  3 

evolve  into  the  future?  The  most 
sustainable  effort  is  to  bring  back 
the  processes  that  sustain  biolog¬ 
ical  life  so  they’ll  ultimately 
work  for  themselves.” 

Some  of  the  Presidio’s  native 
critters  would  benefit  from  more 
native  habitat,  including  the 
monarch  butterfly,  California 
slender  salamander  and  gray  fox. 

California  quail  used  to  flour¬ 
ish  among  the  silver  dune  lupine, 
mock  heather  and  coyote  bush. 
Due  partially  to  the  increase  in 
non-native  plants,  the  population 
declined  significantly  in  the  ’80s 
and  today  there  are  only  20  left 


in  the  Presidio. 

According  to  Alan  Hopkins, 
director  of  the  Save  the  Quail 
campaign  for  the  Golden  Gate 
Audubon  Society,  a  lot  of  non¬ 
native  plant  species  have  taken 
over,  including  ice  plant,  various 
ivy  species  and  all  of  the  ground 
cover. 

“There  are  a  lot  more  preda¬ 
tors  than  before:  cats,  raccoons, 
ravens,  crows,  jays  ....  They  are 
getting  squeezed  at  both  ends,” 
he  said. 

Hopkins  and  others  at  the 
Audubon  Society  took  their  con¬ 
cerns  to  the  Presidio  Trust,  and 
managers  there  prioritized  quail 
habitat  for  native  plant  restora¬ 


tion. 

“Native  plant  restoration  is 
keeping  them  going  and  keeping 
them  alive,”  Hopkins  said. 

In  100  years,  Thomas  would 
hope  to  see  “native  diversity 
maximized,  wildlife  enjoying  the 
mosaic  of  habitats,  creeks  re¬ 
stored,  and  the  public  enjoying 
and  being  educated  by  that  diver¬ 
sity  and  abundance.” 

For  more  information  about 
enhancing  and  expanding  the 
native  habitat  in  the  Presidio 
and  at  Crissy  Field,  call  (415) 
561-3034,  ext.  3445. 

Erica  Gies  is  a  writer  with 
the  Neighborhood  Environmen¬ 
tal  Newswire. 
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Restaurants 

Jessica  Sportsman 

Gaspares  Italian  Restaurant 


Since  moving  into  the 
Richmond  District  in  the  early 
’90s,  I  must  have  walked  by 
Gaspares  on  Geary  Boulevard  a 
thousand  times,  wondering  what 


Stopping  Junk 

Unwanted  mail  can  really  be 
tiresome.  Have  you  ever  returned 
from  a  vacation  to  find  a  mound 
of  mail,  most  of  it  solicitations 
and  catalogues? 

Junk  mail  is  a  waste  -  a  huge 
waste  of  natural  resources  and 
your  time.  Each  year,  the  average 
American  home  receives  1.5 
trees  in  their  mailbox  in  the  form 
of  unsolicited  mail.  That  adds  up 
to  more  than  100  million  trees 
cut  down  and  more  than  28  bil¬ 
lion  gallons  of  water  consumed 
to  produce  one  year’s  worth  of 
this  country’s  junk  mail.  In  fact, 
every  year  Americans  pay  more 
than  $320  million  simply  to  dis¬ 
pose  of  the  huge  amounts  of  junk 
mail  we  get. 

In  an  effort  to  put  a  stop  to 
this  waste  of  time,  money  and 
resources,  the  110  Bay  Area 
cities  and  counties  have  joined 


the  food  would  be  like  inside  the 
restaurant’s  unassuming  exterior. 

Late  one  cold  and  rainy 
evening,  I  was  walking  by 
Gaspares  with  a  lfiend  when  a 


Mail 

forces  to  sponsor  a  junk  mail  re¬ 
duction  campaign. 

The  campaign  focuses  on  easy 
ways  Bay  Area  residents  can 
substantially  reduce  junk  mail  at 
home  and  at  work.  The  campaign 
is  distributing  a  Stop  Junk  Mail 
kit  to  help  consumers  contact 
companies  so  that  their  name 
won’t  be  traded,  rented  or  sold  to 
companies  who  send  unwanted 
mail.  The  kit  also  provides  ad¬ 
dresses  and  phone  numbers  Of  or¬ 
ganizations  set  up  to  protect  con¬ 
sumer  privacy  and  provides  other 
important  information  on  how  to 
reduce  junk  mail,  including  con¬ 
tacting  service  providers  such  as 
banks,  insurance  or  wireless  . 
companies  and  asking  them  to 
stop  sending  you  promotional 
mail. 

Really,  stopping  junk  mail 
might  be  much  easier  than  you 


huge  waft  of  garlic  hit  me.  I  de¬ 
cided  then  and  there  to  check  out 
this  old-time  Italian  restaurant. 

The  newspaper  article  taped 
inside  the  window  touting  “old 
fashioned  pizza  house”  and  its 
accolades  beaconed  us  inside.  I 
was  immediately  warmed  and 
comforted  with  the  atmosphere 
of  drawn  heavy  velvet  drapes  at 
the  door.  Imitation  grape  leaves 
and  vines  twined  the  ceiling  and 
old  straw  covered  Chianti  bottles, 
hung  by  the  dozen,  adding  to  a 
days-gone-bye  pasta  house  feel¬ 
ing. 


might  think.  Bay  Area  residents 
can  get  the  free  Stop  Junk  Mail 
Kit  today  by  calling,  toll-free, 
877-STOPWASTE  (786-7927). 
You  can  also  download  the  kit,  or 
take  immediate  online  action,  at 
www.StopJunkMail.org. 

If  you  run  a  business,  there 
are  additional  steps  you  can  take 
to  reduce  junk  mail  at  the  office. 
When  you  receive  catalogs,  ad¬ 
vertising  flyers  or  other  offers 
from  companies  that  you  do  not 
do  business  with,  ask  them  to  re¬ 
move  your  address  from  their 
list.  And,  when  submitting  pur¬ 
chase  orders,  registrations  for 
classes,  conferences  and  sub¬ 
scriptions,  be  sure  to  include  a 
statement  about  preventing  waste 
and  protecting  privacy  by  not 
adding  your  address  to  mailing 
lists. 

If  your  business  maintains 
databases  or  mail  lists,  be  protec¬ 
tive  of  your  clients’  privacy.  Be 
very  selective  about  how  you  use 
data  and  offer  your  clients  the 
option  of  not  having  their  infor¬ 
mation  distributed. 

Learn  more  about  SF 
Environment  at  www.sfenviron- 
ment.com,  visit  the  EcoCenter  at 
11  Grove  St.  or  call  (415)  355- 
3700. 


The  menu  listed  all  those  fa¬ 
vorite  Italian  dishes  we  have  all 
come  to  know  and  love.  Pizza, 
spaghetti,  baked  lasagna,  ravioli, 
chicken  cacciatore  and  Italian 
sausages  are  only  a  few  of  the 
items  listed  on  the  extensive 
menu. 

First,  we  ordered  the  large 
Antipasto  Misto  Plate,  which  was 
huge.  The  platter  was  filled  with 
ham,  salami,  cheese,  olives,  tiny- 
spiced  peppers  and  tartly-dressed 
salad  greens.  There  certainly  was 
enough  fare  to  feed  four  people 
as  an  appetizer. 

My  guest,  Lilia,  and  I  also  or¬ 
dered  a  small  salad  for  two  (un¬ 
aware  of  the  sheer  volume  of 
food  offered  on  the  Antipasto 
Plate)  and  I  ended  up  taking  it 
home  for  lunch  the  next  day.  The 
dressing  on  the  salad  was  a  bit¬ 
ing,  vinegary,  garlic  emulsion 
that  was  a  perfect  compliment  to 
the  rich  meat  and  cheeses  and  a 
perfect  palate  teaser  for  the  pasta 
dishes  to  come. 

My  spaghetti  with  meat  sauce 
entree  was  freshly  homemade, 
delicious  and  twice  as  much  food 
as  I  expected.  It  was  thick  and 
spicy  without  being  overwhelm¬ 
ing  and  was  accompanied  by  a 
basket  of  fresh  sweet  white  bread 
and  butter;  a  great  change  from 
the  usual  sourdough. 


Lilia  had  the  better  of  the  two 
dishes,  the  house  special  -  baked 
lasagna.  The  lasagna  was  rich 
and  tender,  with  sausage,  melted 
cheese,  a  wonderful  tomato  sauce 
and  perfectly  done  pasta.  We 
each  had  a  nice  glass  of  inexpen¬ 
sive  Rose  wine  to  accompany  the 
meal  and  had  absolutely  no  room 
for  dessert  or  coffee. 

The  service  was  old-school  - 
timely  and  efficient.  Gaspares  be¬ 
lieves  you  know  what  you  want 
to  order  without  too  much 
prompting  or  interruption. 

I  can’t  wait  to  go  back  and  or¬ 
der  pizza  (including  thin  crust) 
and  some  of  the  other  “stan¬ 
dards.”  Even  with  the  large 
amount  of  leftovers,  the  food  was 
very  fairly  priced.  It  is  obviously 
a  beloved  place  with  regulars  as 
it  was  packed  from  the  time  we 
walked  in  (at  5:30  p.m.)  until  we 
left  two  hours  later.  Gaspares  has 
been  in  business  since  the  early 
’80s  and  is  open  six  days  a  week. 

Gaspares  is  not  fancy,  but 
warm  and  welcoming  with  what 
counts  -  tasty  food. 

Gaspares 
5546  Geary  Blvd. 

(415)  387-5025 
www.gasparespizza.com  (A 
menu  and  other  services  are 
available  at  the  website.) 


BLOW  UP 
YOUR  PHOTOS 

POSTERS  •  CANVAS  TRANSFER  •  SIGNS 
LAMINATION  •  MOUNTING  &  FRAMING 

MGS 


20%  OFF 
COUPON 

Exp.  3-15-05-  Free  Estimatesl 
j_  3216  Geary  Blvd  751-3666  j 


Environment 

SF  Dept,  of  Environment 


vantage 


1  Superiority  of 
position  or  condition. 

2)  benefit  resulting  from 
some  course  of  action. 

3)  getting  a  leg  up  on 
your  competitors. 


Now  is  the  time  to  take  advantage  of  the  marketing  power  of  the  Richmond 
Review  and  Sunset  Beacon  newspapers. 

The  Richmond  Review  is  distributed  to  door-to-door  to  every  home  in  the  dis¬ 
trict.  That’s  some  65,000  loyal  readers  every  month  who  want  to  know  what’s 
going  on  ...  and  what  you  have  to  offer. 

Call  (415)  831-0461  today  for  more  information.  The  deadline  is  coming  up! 

/ 
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KaoEffifiPB. 

OIL  CHANGE 


JUST  10  MINUTES! 


NO  APPOINTMENTS 
NECESSARY 


San  Francisco 

19th  Avenue  &  Noriega  Street 
www.Penn10.com 


QUALITY  SUPPLIES 
&  GIFTS 
FOR  PETS 
&  PEOPLE 


3930  California  Street 
Cat  22nd  Ave.) 

San  Francisco.  CA  94121 

413.386.1720 


'B€ST  SRNDUUICH€S  IN  TH€  RICHMOND . 


Fresh  Roasted  Turkey  Breast  Sandwiches. 
Sourdough  Roils  Baked  Fresh  Daily. 


SfllRDS  ■  D€SS€RTS  >  UJIN6  ■  B6CR  ■  SOFT  DRINKS 


$1  OFF 

any  sandw 

Not  to  be  combined  with  anv  other  off< 


DAILY 
SANDWICH 
rdwich  SPECIALS 

Not  to  be  combined  with  any  other  offer,  1  coupon  per  person.  Expires  2/28/05 


Real  Estate 

John  M.  Lee 

State  of  the  real  estate  market 


As  I  read  the  national  press  re¬ 
garding  investment  and  econom¬ 
ic  information,  I  saw  most  ex¬ 
perts  are  calling  for  a  cool  down 
in  the  real  estate  market. 

The  experts  cite  several  rea¬ 
sons  for  their  assessments  -  ris¬ 
ing  interest  rates,  higher-than- 
normal  unemployment  rates  and 
home  sales  prices  that  have  risen 
too  quickly  to  be  sustained. 

Some  even  go  as  far  as  predict¬ 
ing  a  bursting  real  estate  bubble, 
whereby  prices  drop  by  a  large 
amount,  such  as  the  stock  market 
did  a  few  years  ago. 

So,  where  are  we  on  the  local 
level?  Our  real  estate  values 
surely  have  appreciated  among 
the  most  in  the  nation,  causing 
some  economists  to  predict  that 
our  prices  could  drop  dramatical¬ 
ly- 

Historically,  the  San  Francisco 
real  estate  cycle  runs  up  for 
about  six  or  seven  years,  then 
goes  either  flat  or  slightly  down 
for  three  to  four  years.  However, 
we  have  been  in  an  upward  trend 
since  1995  -  a  good  10-year  run. 
The  only  slight  downward  blip 
was  after  the  World  Trade  Center 
terrorist  acts  in  September  of 
2001.  Prices  dropped  about  10 
percent  in  the  fourth  quarter  of 
that  year,  but  recovered  immedi¬ 
ately  the  first  quarter  of  2002. 1 
would  not  even  classify  this  as  a 
trend  because  it  was  a  reaction  to 
an  event,  rather  than  a  price  ad¬ 
justments  due  to  economic  fac¬ 
tors. 

The  last  real  downturn  oc¬ 
curred  from  1989  to  1995,  when 
our  country  went  into  recession. 
Prior  to  that,  in  the  early  ’80s 


prices  went  down  due  to  high  in¬ 
flation  and  interest  rates.  So,  after 
a  10-year  run  of  appreciating  re¬ 
turns,  are  we  in  for  a  price  cor¬ 
rection? 

If  January  2005  is  any  indica¬ 
tion,  the  good  news  is  probably 
no.  Despite  the  fact  that  the  stock 
market  stumbled  in  January,  the 
real  estate  market  is  still  red  hot, 
with  multiple  offers  and  proper¬ 
ties  selling  for  more  than  asking 
prices. 

There  is  still  an  abundance  of 
buyers  and  not  enough  sellers,  so 
the  fundamental  economics  of 
supply  and  demand  have  not 
reached  an  equilibrium  point. 
Until  we  have  more  sellers  than 
buyers,  property  values  will  con¬ 
tinue  to  go  up. 

If  we  are  going  to  forecast  the 
direction  of  the  real  estate  mar¬ 
ket,  we  have  to  examine  the  con¬ 
ditions  by  which  the  buyer  pool 
might  dwindle  and  how  likely  it 
is  that  that  might  happen.  . 

One  obvious  event  that  can 
occur  is  rising  interest  rates.  We 
have  been  enjoying  30-year-fixed 


mortgage  rates  in  the  high  five  to 
low  six  percent  range,  a  very  his¬ 
torically  low  number.  In  January, 
the  rates  actually  dropped. 

Most  economists  are  forecast¬ 
ing  an  upward  movement  in  the 
interest  rates,  but  to  no  more  than 
seven  percent.  With  continuing 
strong  demands  for  housing,  that 
slight  movement  might  eliminate 
some  buyers,  but  not  enough  to 
stop  the  momentum  of  the  mar¬ 
ket. 

Another  event  that  can  nega¬ 
tively  impact  the  market  is  if  the 
economy  weakens  substantially 
again;  but  we  do  not  see  that  oc¬ 
curring.  Our  economy  is  actually 
getting  stronger  and  healthier, 
but  if  we  have  another  war,  natu¬ 
ral  disaster  or  a  terrorist  attack, 
prices  can  go  down. 

However,  the  possibilities  of 
these  events  occurring  are  fairly 
low  and  I  do  not  believe  these 
factors  will  affect  real  estate 
prices. 

With  the  probabilities  of  these 
factors  so  low,  I  believe  our  real 
estate  market  will  continue  to 
hum  along  this  year.  We  will 
probably  not  see  the  double-digit 
appreciation  we  have  seen  in  the 
past  few  years,  but  I  expect 
steady  price  increases  throughout 
the  year. 

John  M.  Lee  is  a  top-selling 
broker  at  Pacific  Union.  For 
questions  regarding  real  estate, 
call  him  at  (415)  447-6231  or  by 
e-mail  at  iohnlee@isellsf.com. 


Richmond  Homes  Sold  in  January* 

Address  BR  BA  Square.  Ft.  Price 

6 1 1  34th  Ave. 

2 

1.00 

1,075 

$755,000 

444  42nd  Ave. 

2 

1.00 

1,500 

815,000 

667  Third  Ave. 

4 

1.00 

1,800 

955,000 

782  16th  Ave. 

4 

2.25 

2,300 

1.251,000 

244  32nd  Ave. 

3 

2.00 

2,300 

1,320,000 

553  10th  Ave. 

5 

2.50 

2,777 

1,750,000 

17  Shore  View 

4 

3.50 

3,404 

2.375,000 

1  18th  Avp. 

5 

3.50 

3,182 

3.035,000 

520  El  Camino  D.M. 

6 

5.50 

4,840 

4,600.000 

*  Partial  listing  of  homes  sold  in  the  Richmond  District.  Source:  M.L.S. 

Letters  to  the  editor 


734  La  Playa  ■  221  -2031 

OPEN  7  DAYS  ■  Monday  -  Saturday  8:30  a.m.  -  6  p.m. 
■  Sunday  1 0  a.m.  -  4:30  p.m. 


Get  More  Results 
with 


CALIFORNIA 

DELIVERY 


•  RELIABLE  • 

HOUSE  TO  HOUSE  DISTRIBUTION 
Special  Doorknob  Delivery  Available 

•  Advertising  Circulars  •  Catalogs 

•  Product  Samples  •  Newspapers 

CALIFORNIA  DELIVERY  WILL  SATURATE  AN  ENTIRE  CITY  OR 
TARGET  SPECIFIC  AREAS 

Dependable  Delivery  in  San  Francisco 
and  the  Bay  Area 


Call  or  write  for  free  estimate 
Phone  (415)  285-7866 
FAX  #  285-7869 

1500  Minnesota  St.,  San  Francisco,  CA  94107 


Editor: 

Regarding  the  article  about 
Golden  Gate  Park  published  in 
the  January,  2005  edition,  I  be¬ 
lieve  there  is  an  error  in  the  facts. 

Frederick  Law  Olmsted  did 
not  design  Golden  Gate  Park  be¬ 
cause  he  thought  the  site  chosen 
was  not  suited  for  such  a  park. 
Instead,  William  Hammond  Hall 
was  chosen  for  the  task. 

More  information  can  be  ob¬ 
tained  from  the  Helen  Crocker 
Russell  Library,  located  at  the 
San  Francisco  Botanical  Gardens 
at  Strybing  Arboretum,  or  at  the 
garden’s  website,  located  at 
www.  sfbotanicalgarden .  org . 

Lisa  Roberts 

Docent,  SF  Botanical  Gardens 
Editor: 

As  the  renovation  of  the  east¬ 
ern  end  of  Golden  Gate  Park 
continues  with  the  rebuilding  of 
the  new  M.H.  deYoung  Mem¬ 
orial  Museum,  the  California 
Academy  of  Sciences  and  the  un¬ 
derground  garage  to  serve  them,  I 
wanted  to  correct  at  least  a  few 
of  the  inaccuracies  contained  in  a 
January  article  about  the  projects. 

The  southern  entrance  to  the 
underground  parking  garage  has 
always  been  part  of  the  plan.  In 
2003,  the  City  approved  a  design 
with  a  southern  entrance  as  a 
way  to  equally  distribute  cars 
coming  to  the  garage  and  to  keep 
visitors  from  the  southern  neigh¬ 
borhoods  from  having  to  enter, 
drive  through  and  exit  the  park 
on  Fulton  Street  just  to  get  to  the 


underground  garage.  It  simply 
wasn’t  fair  to  place  that  entire 
burden  on  the  Richmond  neigh¬ 
borhood. 

Unfortunately,  a  handful  of 
people  sued  to  stop  the  project. 
In  August,  2004,  a  judge  dis¬ 
missed  all  of  their  claims  with 
one  exception  —  we  were  ordered 
to  redesign  the  southern  entrance 
to  include  a  “dedicated  access 
route”  for  garage  patrons  coming 
from  outside  the  park. 

The  Concourse  Authority  re¬ 
viewed  10  design  options  and 
participated  in  12  public  meet¬ 
ings  before  settling  on  the  short¬ 
est,  most  direct  route  with  the 
least  impact  -  designating  two 
dedicated  vehicle  lanes  on  MLK 
Dr.,  between  Ninth  Ave  and 
Lincoln  Way  and  Music  Con¬ 
course  Drive. 

As  part  of  our  design,  this 
brief,  quarter-mile  stretch  of 
roadway  will  feature  three  stop 
signs  with  crosswalks,  shorter  in¬ 
tersections  for  pedestrians,  new 
landscaping  and  narrow  driving 
lanes  to  slow  cars.  These  im¬ 
provements,  like  the  entire  un¬ 
derground  garage  project,  will  be 
funded  with  private  money.  As 
authorized  by  Prop.  J  -  the  1998 
initiative  to  restore  the 
Concourse  and  build  the  garage  - 
86  surface  parking  spaces  on 
MLK  Dr.  will  be  relocated  to  the 
underground  garage  to  accom¬ 
modate  the  dedicated  lanes. 

As  quoted  in  your  article, 
some  Sunset  merchants  are  con¬ 
cerned  about  increased  traffic 


and  the  loss  of  customer  parking 
in  Golden  Gate  Park. 

Numerous  studies  have  found 
that  this  plan  does  not  increase 
traffic  at  Ninth  Avenue  and 
Lincoln  Way  and  we  believe  that 
many  of  the  anticipated  1.5  mil¬ 
lion  annual  visitors  to  the  new 
deYoung  and  Academy  of 
Sciences  will  patronize  the  same 
Sunset  merchants  and  restaurants 
now  concerned  about  losing 
parking  in  the  park. 

The  Concourse  Authority  wel¬ 
comes  thoughts  and  suggestions 
as  we  continue  to  refine  this  de¬ 
sign.  For  more  information, 
please  visit:  www.golden- 
gateparkconcourse.org. 

Michael  Ellzey 

Executive  Director 

Golden  Gate  Park  Concourse 

Authority 

Road  closures 
for  park  run 

Some  Richmond  District 
roads  will  be  closed  for  much  of 
the  day  on  Sunday,  Feb.  7,  for 
the  Kaiser  Permanente  San 
Francisco  Half  Marathon. 

The  half  marathon  (13  miles) 
will  start  at  the  Fuchsia  Garden 
on  Arguello  Boulevard  at  8  a.m. 
The  course  runs  through  the  park 
panhandle  before  doubling  back 
on  J.F.K.  Drive  to  the  Great 
Highway  at  the  Pacific  Ocean. 
The  Great  Highway  will  be 
closed  to  the  West  End  Treatment 
Center  near  the  SF  Zoo. 
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Then  and  now ... 


Historical  Photo  courtesy  of  Greg  Gaar  collection, 
contemporary  photo  by  Andrew  Sywak 


Fourth  Avenue  changes 

The  photo  of  an  unidentified  family  on  the  left  was  taken 
circa  the  1930s  on  the  500  block  of  Fourth  Avenue,  near 
Balboa  Street.  The  photo  at  right  was  taken  from  the 
same  spot  in  January  2005. 


RICHMOND  ROUNDUP 


Russian  Festival 
Celebrated  in  February 

The  17th  annual  Russian 
Festival  will  be  held  at  the 
Russian  Center  of  San  Francisco, 
2460  Sutter  St.,  on  Friday,  Feb. 
11,  from  5  p.m.  to  midnight, 
Saturday,  Feb.  12,  from  11  a.m. 
to  10  p.m.,  and  Sunday,  Feb.  13, 
from  11  a.m.  to  7:15  p.m. 

The  celebration  of  Russian 
culture  and  community  will  fea¬ 
ture  food,  dance,  music,  art  and  a 
raffle.  Food  will  include  home¬ 
made  Russian  delicacies  made 
from  traditional  recipes  as  well 
as  desserts,  teas  and  a  vodka  tast¬ 
ing  bar.  Entertainment  for  the 
festival  will  be  provided  by 


Russia,  a  folk  song  and  dance  en¬ 
semble  from  Moscow,  and  a  mul¬ 
titude  of  other  singing  and  danc¬ 
ing  talent.  An  art  gallery  featur¬ 
ing  the  works  of  Russian  artists 
will  also  be  on  display. 
Admission  is  $8  for  adults,  $5  for 
seniors  and  students  and  children 
aged  12  and  younger  are  free. 
For  more  information  or  to  vol¬ 
unteer  at  the  event,  call  921-7631 
or  visit  the  website  at  www.rus- 
siancentersf.com. 


Middle  East  Peace  Forum 

Daniel  Ayalon,  the  Israeli  am¬ 
bassador  to  the  United  States, 
will  discuss  the  prospects  for 
peace  in  the  Middle  East  at  the 
Congregation  Emanu-El  on 
Monday,  Feb.  7. 

Ayalon  played  a  leading  role 
in  the  negotiations  of  the 
Roadmap  to  Peace  and  Israel’s 
disengagement  plan  and  has 
served  the  last  three  Israeli 
Administrations,  most  recently  as 


the  chief  foreign  policy  adviser 
to  Prime  Minister  Ariel  Sharon. 
The  free  event  will  be  held  at 
Congregation  Emanu-El,  2  Lake 
St.,  in  the  main  sanctuary,  at  7:30 
p.m.  For  more  information,  call 
Mike  Curtis  at  (415)  751-2541, 
ext.  170. 

Group  Seeks  Travelers’ 
Assistance 

Working  Essentials,  a  pro¬ 
gram  that  provides  basic  job¬ 


readiness  items  to  homeless  indi¬ 
viduals  to  help  them  obtain  and 
retain  employment,  asks  the 
community  to  participate  in  their 
collection  and  distribution  ef¬ 
forts.  These  items,  such  as  toi¬ 
letries,  laundry  soap,  combs, 
alarm  clocks,  appointment  books, 
and  more,  cannot  be  purchased 
with  food  stamps  or  on  extremely 
low  incomes.  Ways  the  commu¬ 
nity  can  help  include  organizing 
a  collection  drive,  or  collecting 
hotel  soaps  and  shampoos  when 
traveling  and  then  donating  them 
to  Working  Essentials.  For  more 
information,  call  565-0201,  ext. 
27,  or  visit  the  website  at 
www.workingessentials.org. 


TAKE  YOUR  USED 

MOTOR 

OIL 

TO  ANY  OF  THESE  LOCATIONS. 


Your  used  motor  oil  can  be  cleaned  and  re-refined  into  new  motor  oil. 
Don't  pour  it  down  the  drain  or  throw  it  in  the  trash.  Recycle  it! 


Richmond  &  Laurel  Heights 

Jiffy  Lube:  6099  Geary,  750-0233 
Kragcn:  6101  Geary,  387-1783 
T&R76-2:  301  25th  Ave.,  668-4343 
Firestone:  2800  Geary,  567-331 1 
Kragcn:  3855  Gear y,  668-5241 
T&R76-1:  3501  Geary,  752-3968 

Pacific  Heights  &  Western  Addition 

Chevron:  2500  California,  567-1 136 

South  of  Market 

Firestone:  1501  Mission  St.,  621-4650 
Jiffy  Lube:  300  7th  St.,  255-0900 
Kragen:  2300  16th  St.,  431-3386 
Mark  Morris  Tires:  1401  Mission,  863-3939 
Quality  Tune-Up:  490  S.  Van  Ness,  431-6550 
SF  Honda:  10  S.  Van  Ness,  441-2000 


North  Beach  &  Telegraph  Hill 

Port  of  SF:  China  Basin  @  Pier  52/54,  274-0565 
Port  of  SF:  Hyde  St.  Harbor  @  Jefferson,  274-0565 

Russian  Hill,  Nob  Hill  &  Tenderloin 

Chevron:  2465  Van  Ness,  441-2240 
Jiffy  Lube:  2030  Van  Ness,  922-7258 
Mark  Morris  Tires:  1200  Larkin,  673-3441 

Civic  Center 

Quality  Tune-Up:  1175  Fell,  626-6446 

Downtown  &  South  of  Market 

Union  76:  390  1st  St.,  957-1754 

Mission  &  Bernal  Heights 

Oil  Changer:  198  Valencia,  487-1740 
Unocal  76:  401  Potrero,  863-6043 


Potrero  Hill  &  Mission  Bay 

R  +  W  76:  800  Folsom,  982-2836 
S&C  Ford:  211  Industrial,  553-4400 

Marina  &  Cow  Hollow 

Kragen:  2246  Lombard,  563-4200 

Portola  6c  Visitacion  Valley 

Kragen:  2500  San  Bruno,  656-0696 
Portola  Auto:  2780  San  Bruno,  468-5175 
Sanitary  Fill  Company:  501  Tunnel,  330-1400 

Sunset  6c  Parkside 

Kragen:  2150Taraval,  682-9177 
Chevron:  1890  19th  Ave.,  731-2733 
Mark’s  Unocal  76:  1700  Noriega,  566-0440 


Bayview  6c  Hunters  Point 

ABC  Auto:  1650  Davidson  Ave.,  826-8676 

Excelsior  &  Crocker  Amazon 

Kragen:  1150  Ocean,  585-9800 
Quality  Tune-Up:  4650  Mission,  334-4993 


West  Portal  &  Miraloma 

Claremont  Chevron:  301  Claremont,  753-9552 


For  more  information,  call  the  SF  Environment  hotline:  (413)  554-4333 

Funded  by  a  gran!  from  ihe  Californio  Integrated  Waste  Management  Board.  Coll  center  for  hours  of  operotion  and  quantities  accepted 


14  •  The  Richmond  Review 


February  2005 


Quality,  fresh  food  with  a  friendly  touch! 

‘Offering  Take  Out  Meals,  M~Th  until  7  p.m. 
‘Call  us  for  all  of  your  catering  needs! 

6000  California  St.  @  22nd  Ave. ,  Tel.  221  -7801 


^GEUNa  'g 

C  A  F£  &  DELI 


Quit  Smoking  in  One  Session 

Dr.  Jonathon  D.  Gray  •  Hypnosis 
San  Francisco  •  563-2333 

Addictions  •  Stress  Reduction 
Pain  Control  •  Weight  Control 
Phobias  •  Optimum  Performance 


IT'S  NO  TROUBLE  KEEPING  UP  WITH  OUR  WORKOUT. 
AFTER  ALL,  SARA  HAS  A  5-YEAR-OLD  GRANDSON. 


FIRST  UNITED 
LUTHERAN 
CHURCH 
Geary  Blvd.  at  30th  Ave. 
Mon.,  Tues  &  Thurs:  5:30  & 
6:45  p.m.;  Wed:  6:15  p.m.; 
Sat:  8  a.m.  &  9:15  a.m. 

Please  Call  255-4405  or 
1-800-FIT-IS-IT  for  information 


Buy  2  months 
-  get  the  third 
month  FREE 


*New  students  only 


Service 

I  pay  attention  to  details. 

When  it  comes  to  buying  or 
selling  a  home,  leave  the  de¬ 
tails  to  me.  I  believe  your  pur¬ 
chase  or  sale  should  be  worry- 
free,  and  I  will  do  my  best  to 
keep  it  that  way. 

Through  constant  education 
and  ongoing  experience,  I  rec¬ 
ognize  situations  requiring  at¬ 
tention  and  act  on  them,  leav¬ 
ing  nothing  to  chance.  I  deliver 
the  kind  of  service  you  expect, 
and  take  pride  in  my  ability  to 
follow  through.  I  will  also 
keep  you  informed,  each  step 
of  the  way. 

Attention  to  details  — just  one 
more  way  I  have  learned  to 
serve  my  customers  and 
clients.  Isn’t  that  what  you 
would  expect  from  me?  I  think  so. 


John  M.  Lee 

Real  Estate  Broker 

Pacific  Union 
San  Francisco 

(415)447-6231 


Pacific  Union 
Residential  Brokerage 


February  Calendar 


2-6 

Science  Fair  Projects  Display: 

More  than  200  entries  at  the  23rd 
Annual  SF  Middle  School  Science 
Fair  will  be  on  display  at  the 
Randall  Museum,  199  Museum 
Way,  available  for  viewing  during 
museum  hours  until  March  4, 
Tuesdays  through  Saturdays,  10 
a.m.  to  5  p.m.,  free  admission.  For 
more  information,  call  554-9600. 

Intergenerational  Storytelling: 

This  ongoing  class  teaches  how  to 
tell  a  good  story  based  on  personal 
experiences  to  pass  on  your  legacy 
by  sharing  with  children,  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  City  College  of  San 
Francisco  Older  Adults 
Department,  Stonestown  YMCA 
Senior  Annex,  3150  20th  Ave., 
Thursdays  through  May  26.  9:30 
a.m.  to  11:30  a.m.,  free.  For  more 
information,  call  239-2708. 

Heart  Disease  Screenings:  Attend 
a  Heart  Health  Fair  for  free 
cholesterol,  blood  glucose,  body 
fat,  blood  pressure  and 
hemoglobin  screenings,  heart 
health  information  and  educational 
talks  on  diabetes,  cardiac  rehabili¬ 
tation  and  nutrition,  California 
Pacific  Medical  Center,  2333 
Buchanan  St.,  Level  A  Conference 
Center,  Saturday,  Feb.  5,  9  a.m.  to 
noon,  free.  For  more  information, 
call  923-3155. 

Clematis  Plants:  A  demonstration 
on  how  to  grow  clematis  as  a  com¬ 
panion  to  roses  at  the  San 
Francisco  Rose  Society  meeting, 
SF  County  Fair  Building,  Golden 
Gate  Park,  Ninth  Avenue  and 
Lincoln  Way,  Sunday,  Feb.  6,  1 
p.m.  to  3  p.m.,  free.  For  more  in¬ 
formation,  call  647-4486. 

Organ  Concert:  David  Hegarty 
plays  an  organ  pops  concert  in¬ 
cluding  classics  and  favorites  from 
Hollywood  and  Broadway, 
California  Palace  of  the  Legion  of 
Honor,  Lincoln  Park,  34th  Avenue 
and  Clement  Street,  Saturday,  Feb. 
5  and  Sunday,  Feb.  6, 4  p.m.,  free 
after  museum  admission.  For  more 
information,  call  750-3624. 

7-15 

Senior  Adults’  Valentine’s  Day 
Dance:  The  SF  Recreation  and 
Park  Department  hosts  its  28th  an¬ 
nual  dance  with  live  music,,  free 
drawings  with  prizes  and  light  re¬ 
freshments,  SF  County  Fair 
Building,  Ninth  Avenue  and 
Lincoln  Way,  Golden  Gate  Park, 
Wednesday,  Feb.  9,  12:30  p.m.  to 
3:30  p.m.,  free.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion,  call  666-7079. 

Valentine  Crafts:  Children  aged 
three  and  older  are  invited  to  make 
Valentine’s  Day  crafts  with  Simla 
Akyol,  Anza  Branch  Library,  550 
37th  Ave.,  Thursday,  Feb.  10,  3:30 
p.m.,  free.  For  more  information, 
call  557-4277. 


Self-Healing  Lecture:  In  a  pre¬ 
sentation  entitled  “Yoga  for  Your 
Eyes,”  Meir  Schneider,  PhD,  LMT 
shares  his  techniques  to  see  with 
less  strain  and  greater  acuity  with 
a  special  focus  on  preventing  and 
overcoming  computer-related  vi¬ 
sion  problems.  School  for  Self- 
Healing,  2218  48th  Ave., 

Thursday,  Feb.  10,  7:15  p.m.  to  9 
p.m.,  free.  For  more  information, 
call  665-9574. 

SF  Chamber  Orchestra 
Schubertiade:  Chamber  music 
and  the  songs  of  Schubert  will  be 
performed  with  conductor 
Benjamin  Simon,  pianist  Mark 
McCray  and  with  guest  mezzo-so¬ 
prano  soloist  Zheng  Cao, 
California  Palace  of  the  Legion  of 
Honor,  Lincoln  Park,  34th  Avenue 
and  Clement  Street,  Friday,  Feb. 
11,8  p.m.,  free.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion,  call  248-1640. 

Volunteer  Landscaping:  Join 
gardeners,  neighbors  and  museum 
staff  for  a  landscaping  work  party 
where  tools,  work  gloves  and  re¬ 
freshments  will  be  provided,  meet 
at  the  entrance  of  the  California 
Palace  of  the  Legion  of  Honor, 
Lincoln  Park,  Saturday,  Feb.  12,  9 
a.m.  to  1  p.m.,  free.  For  more  in¬ 
formation,  call  750-3502. 

Gray  Panthers  Meeting:  Discuss 
Social  Security  issues  and  learn 
how  to  protect  it  from  privatiza¬ 
tion  and  benefit  cuts,  refreshments 
provided,  Unitarian  Universalist 
Center,  1187  Franklin  St., 

Tuesday,  Feb.  15,  12:30  p.m.  to  3 
p.m.,  free.  For  more  information, 
call  552-8800. 

16-24 

Landmark  Board  Meeting: 

There  will  be  a  landmarks  board 
meeting  concerning  whether  or  not 
to  landmark  the  Music  Concourse, 
Wednesday,  Feb.  16.  For  more  in¬ 
formation,  call  710-2402 

Teen  Scavenger  Hunt:  Teens  are 
invited  to  enjoy  an  afternoon  of 
fun,  games  and  prizes  with  the 
Sunset  Teen  Advisory  Council, 
Ortega  Branch  Library,  3223 
Ortega  St.,  Saturday,  Feb.  19, 

1  p.m.  to  4  p.m.,  free.  For  more  in¬ 
formation,  call  557-4277. 

Family  Adventure:  Families  with 
children  aged  5  and  older  can  ex¬ 
plore  the  Presidio’s  historic  forest 
and  its  rare  natural  habitat  on  a 
moderate  2/3 -mile  walk,  meet  at 
the  Officers’  Club,  Building  50, 
Moraga  Avenue,  Sunday,  Feb.  20, 

1  p.m.  to  2:30  p.m.,  free.  For  more 
information  or  to  register,  call 
561-7752. 

“The  Stolen  Aroma:”  An  interac¬ 
tive  African  folktale  about  sharing 
will  be  performed  by  Opera 
Piccola,  Richmond/Senator  Milton 
Marks  Branch  Library,  35 1  Ninth 
Ave.,  Tuesday,  Feb.  22,  7  p.m., 
free.  For  more  information,  call 
557-4277. 


Conservatory  alum  to  perform 


Award-winning  Brazilian 
classical  guitarist  Alieksey 
Vianna,  who  studied  at  the  SF 
Conservatory  of  Music,  will  be 
in  the  City  in  February  to  pro¬ 
mote  the  release  of  his  new  CD. 

Vianna’s  repertoire  includes 
classical,  jazz  and  music  from  his 


native  Brazil.  His  new  CD  fea¬ 
tures  the  guitar  work  of  Latin 
Grammy  winner  Sergio  Assad. 

Vianna  will  perform  at  the 
Old  First  Presbyterian  Church, 
located  at  1751  Sacramento  St., 
on  Feb.  26.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion,  call  (415)  474-1608. 


Public  invited  to  students'  film 


The  public  is  invited  to  attend 
the  premiere  of  “Third  Vision,”  a 
Richmond  Village  Beacon  Center 
youth-made  film  about  the  stu¬ 
dents’  experiences  creating  spe¬ 
cial  projects  last  summer. 

The  film  was  produced  by  the 
Beacon  Youth  Video  Team, 
Black  Student  Union,  go/Gay 
Straight  Alliance  and  Latino 
Club  members  and  documents 


their  experiences  at  the  beacon 
center’s  after  school  program. 
“Third  Vision”  was  directed  by 
Irene  Liu,  Jana  Li,  Kerry  Kuang, 
Nick  Mordov,  Wendy  Huang  and 
Zaire  Paterson. 

The  film  will  be  shown  at  the 
4  Star  Theatre,  2200  Clement  St., 
on  Wednesday,  Feb.  16,  at  6  p.m. 
Admission  is  free.  For  more  in¬ 
formation,  call  750-8554. 


of  Events 

Realism  101:  As  part  of  a  six-part 
series  on  how  SF  artists  work, 
artist,  teacher  and  muralist  David 
Steinhardt  will  paint  a  still  life 
while  explaining  the  principles  of 
composition,  fighting,  color  har¬ 
mony,  brushwork,  texture  and  the¬ 
ory,  Parkside  Branch  Library, 

1200  Taraval  St.,  Wednesday,  Feb. 
23,  7  p.m.  to  8:30  p.m.,  free.  For 
more  information,  call  557-4277. 

The  Columbarium  Resurrected: 

Learn  about  the  history  and 
restoration  of  the  Richmond 
District  landmark  via  a  lecture, 
slide  show  and  Q  &  A  session, 
Richmond/Senator  Milton  Marks 
Branch  Library,  351  Ninth  Ave., 
Thursday,  Feb.  24. 7  p.m.,  free. 
For  more  information,  call  557- 
4277. 

25-28 

Nature’s  Pharmacy  Exhibit: 

Visitors  at  the  exhibition  view  five 
specimens  of  medicinal  plants  and 
learn  how  they  are  cultivated  and 
processed  into  vitamins.  Golden 
Gate  Park  Conservatory  of 
Flowers,  Tuesdays  through 
Sundays  beginning  Friday,  Feb.  25 
through  Sunday,  Oct.  16,  9  a.m.  to 
4:30  p.m.,  $5  general,  $3  youth  12 
-  17  and  seniors  and  students  with 
identification,  $1.50  children  5  - 
1 1,  free  for  children  under  four 
years  of  age.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion,  call  666-7001. 

Library  Services  in  Mandarin: 

Receive  an  introduction  to  library 
cataloging  and  online  library  ser¬ 
vices  in  the  Mandarin  language. 
Sunset  Branch  Library,  1305  18th 
Ave.,  Monday,  Feb.  28,  7  p.m., 
free.  For  more  information,  call 
557-4277. 

Westside  Democratic  Club:  The 
public  is  invited  to  join  a  monthly 
meeting  to  discuss  local  political 
issues  in  the  12th  Assembly 
District,  Taraval  Police  Station 
Community  Room,  24th  Avenue 
and  Taraval  Street,  Monday,  Feb. 
28,  7  p.m.,  free.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation,  call  602-0468. 

Quilt  Show:  The  San  Francisco 
Quilters  Guild  presents  its 
“Symphony  of  Color”  Quilt  Show 
2005  featuring  quilter  Miriam 
Nathan-Roberts  and  including 
wearable  arts,  lectures  and  special 
exhibits.  Concourse  Exhibition 
Center,  685  Eighth  St.,  Saturday, 
March  5,  10  a.m.  to  4  p.m.  and 
Sunday,  March  6,  10  a.m.  to  4 
p.m.,  $8  adults.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion,  visit  www.sfqg.org. 
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Sacramento 

Assemblyman  Leland  Yee 

Gov.'s  budget  "sequel"  a  flop 


On  Jan.  10,  Gov.  Arnold  Schwarzen- 
neger  released  a  budget  proposal,  which 
he  referred  to  as  “a  sequel”  to  last  year’s 
budget.  While  the  governor  knows  his 
movie  lingo,  he  should  have  also  known 
that  last  year’s  budget  should  never  have 
been  made  into  a  sequel.  Like  many  of  his 
action  movies,  this  budget  production  ap¬ 
pears  to  be  filled  with  destruction  and  dev¬ 
astation,  especially  to  our  most  vulnerable 
citizens,  our  educational  system  and 
California’s  middle  class. 

While  the  governor’s  budget  purports 
to  increase  K-12  school  funding  for  the 
coming  year,  it  actually  does  major  harm 
to  the  future  of  education  in  our  state  by 
reducing  Proposition  98  funding.  The 
1988  voter-approved  Proposition  98, 
which  requires  40  percent  of  all  state  gen¬ 
eral  fund  money  go  to  education,  would  be 
permanently  reduced  by  almost  $3  billion 
under  the  governor’s  proposed  plan. 
Taking  opportunities  away  from  children 
is  no  way  to  ensure  a  stable  and  economi¬ 
cally  sound  future  for  California. 

Additionally,  college  students  will  face 
added  fee  hikes  and  reductions  in  funding, 
hitting  the  economically  disadvantaged 
students  hardest.  Under  the  budget  plan, 
undergraduate  students  attending 
University  of  California  (UC)  and 
California  State  University  (CSU)  cam¬ 
puses  will  face  an  8  percent  fee  increase 
while  graduate  students  face  a  10  percent 
fee  hike. 

While  these  fee  increases  are  proposed 
in  the  name  of  balancing  California’s  bud¬ 
get  shortfall,  they  are  a  misguided  effort 
by  the  governor  to  shift  a  disproportionate 
burden  to  students,  making  it  more  diffi¬ 
cult,  or  in  some  cases  impossible,  for 
California’s  students  to  obtain  the  educa¬ 


tion  they  de¬ 
serve. 

The  stu¬ 
dents  that  at¬ 
tend  the  UC  or 
CSU  system 
and 

Community 
Colleges  are 
the  students 
that  become 
California’s  teachers,  nurses,  medical 
technicians,  engineers  and  public  safety 
personnel.  We  are  already  facing  a  short¬ 
age  of  these  critical  professions,  so  we 
cannot  continue  to  limit  students’  access 
to  higher  education. 

Social  Services  Under  Attack 

The  successful  California  Work 
Opportunity  and  Responsibility  to  Kids 
(CalWORKS)  program  places  individuals 
in  the  workplace  and  on  the  path  to  be¬ 
coming  self  sufficient,  contributing  mem¬ 
bers  to  California’s  economy.  The  gover¬ 
nor  wishes  to  see  the  program  cut  by  $449 
million,  denying  services  and  severely  re¬ 
ducing  eligibility  to  thousands  of  families. 
CalWORKS  recipients  would  face  a  re¬ 
duction  in  grants,  no  state  or  federal  cost 
of  living  adjustments  and  fewer  support 
services.  In  addition,  the  cuts  will  deny 
much  needed  access  to  childcare  for 
CalWORKS  families. 

Also  included  in  the  budget  is  a  propos¬ 
al  that  would  trigger  across-the-board  cuts 
if  a  two-thirds  vote  in  the  legislature  to  ap¬ 
prove  the  budget  were  not  reached  within 
45  days  of  the  constitutional  deadline.  A 
proposal  to  slash  every  state  program  in¬ 
discriminately  will  not  help  our  budget 
process,  but  instead  would  reward  legisla¬ 
tors  who  walk  away  from  budget  nega¬ 
tions.  As  Democrats,  we  want  to  work 
with  the  governor,  but  we  will  not  support 
a  budget  that  disproportionately  affects 
low-income  Californians.  Indiscriminate 
cuts  could  freeze  services,  such  as  food 
and  medication  to  hospitals,  crisis  shelters 
and  welfare  recipients,  among  many  oth¬ 
ers. 

While  the  governor  has  proposed  such 
draconian  cuts  that  will  harm  seniors. 


working  families,  and  the  disadvantaged 
students,  billions  of  dollars  in  tax  loop¬ 
holes  for  big  business  remain  unaddressed. 
I  urge  the  governor  to  keep  his  promises  to 
our  school  children,  teachers,  the  mentally 
ill  and  those  trying  to  get  back  to  work. 

Last  year.  Gov.  Schwarzenneger  made 
numerous  promises  to  get  more  aid  for 
California  from  President  Bush  and  the 
Republican  Congress,  even  calling  himself 
“The  Collectinator.”  Despite  three 
Californians  in  Congressional  leadership, 
including  the  chair  of  House 
Appropriations,  this  budget  has  absolutely 
no  increase  in  federal  dollars.  The  gover¬ 
nor  should  truly  flex  some  muscle  in 
Washington  and  use  his  political  capital  to 
get  the  money  California  deserves. 

The  governor’s  budget  proposal  will  be 
reviewed  by  the  legislature,  which  will 
provide  suggestions  for  his  May  budget 
revision.  It  is  vital  that  Californians  make 
their  voices  heard  during  the  budget  pro¬ 
cess.  Although  some  reduction  in 
spending  is  unavoidable,  we  must  ap¬ 
proach  our  state  budget  thoughtfully  and 


with  as  much  input  as  possible  from  the 
people  of  California  who  must  contend 
with  the  consequences  of  service  reduc¬ 
tions. 

To  read  the  full  or  summarized  version 
of  the  Governor’s  budget,  visit  http://gov- 
bud.dof.ca.gov/home.htm. 

Students  Urged  to  Apply  for  New 
Cal  Grant  Scholarships 

I  encourage  San  Francisco  students  to 
apply  for  the  revised  Cal  Grant  Program 
before  the  March  2  deadline. 

State  of  California  Cal  Grant  awards 
provide  eligible  students  full  financing  for 
tuition  and  fees  at  California  schools. 
Every  eligible  student  will  get  an  award  of 
up  to  $3,597  a  year. 

Students  must  apply  for  a  Cal  Grant  by 
submitting  a  free  Application  for  Federal 
Student  Aid  (FAFSA)  form  and  a  Cal 
Grant  Grade  Point  Average  Verification 
Form.  For  more  information,  call  (888) 
224-7268  or  go  to  www.csac.ca.gov. 

Leland  Yee  is  the  speaker  pro  tempore 
at  the  California  State  Assembly.  • 
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GMAC  Real  Estate 


Leon  &  Polina  De-Levi 

"San  Francisco's  Mother  &  Son  Real  Estate  Team * 


3rya 

San  Francisco,  CA  941 05 

415.247.6622  Office 
415.235.4652  Mobile 
WWW.DELEVI.COM 

For  All  Your  Real  Estate  Needs 


Whether  you  are  in  the  market  to  sell,  purchase,  exchange,  or 
simply  need  information  on  San  Francisco  real  estate,  we  are  here 
to  help.  You  can  count  on  our  30+  years  of  experience,  professional 
service,  and  results-oriented  approach.  Call  for  a  free  estimate  of 
your  home's  value,  or  a  free  consultation  to  help  you  achieve  your 
real  estate  goals.  Friendly  Advice.  No  obligation.  No  Hassles. 


CLASSIFIED  ADVERTISING 


ART  CLASSES 

Fogbelt  Studio  (in  the 

Parkside/Sunset)  offers  fine  arts 
and  crafts  classes  for  adults  and 
mature  teens.  For  information: 
www.fogbeltstudio.com  or  call 
(415)  661-8502  or  e-mail 

Kathy@fogbeltstudio.com. 

ASSISTANT 

Housecleaner,  Personal 
Assistant,  organizer,  driver,  er¬ 
rands,  pet  sitter,  moving,  packing, 
caregiver.  Detailed  professional 
exceeds  your  expectations,  10 
years  experience.  Mike  -  (415) 
495-2312. 

CAREGIVER  WANTED 

Female  Only.  Non-smoker.  Small 
room  plus  a  salary.  M  -  Fri,  6  hrs. 
a  day.  Call  (415)  668-3053. 

COMPUTERS 

Computer  Assistance:  repair, 
network,  Internet,  e-mail  setup, 
training  in  your  home  or  office. 
Most  computers  easy  fix  for  under 
$200.  Onsite  diagnostic  for  $25. 
(415)  806-2225. 

CUSTOM  CABINETS 

Custom  Pine  Cabinetry  for  home 
office  and  country  place.  Go  to  our 
website  at  www.pinecabinetry.com 
or  just  call  us  at  (415)  621-4390  - 
Jim. 

CARPENTRY/PAINTING 

Interior  and  Exterior  Painting: 

Dryrot,  stairs,  deck,  fence,  retain¬ 
ing  walls,  flooring,  etc.  Roof  seal¬ 
ing  and  repairs,  sheetrock  and 
stucco  repair,  electical  and  plumb¬ 
ing,  siesmic  retrofitting,  tree  trim¬ 
ming  too!  Far  West  Restorations  & 
Construction,  CA  license 


#751689,  Jim  Kennedy  -  (415) 
661-3724. 

Interior  Home  Refinishing: 

Kitchen  cabinets,  doors,  wainscot¬ 
ing,  trim  and  more.  Fine  work, 
quickly  done.  15  years  experi¬ 
ence.  Call  Jim  at  621-4390. 

FOR  SALE 

Bikes:  2-20”  GT/Dyno  BMX,  one 

yellow  and  one  chrome  finish, 
coaster  and  hand  brakes.  For 
more  information,  call  681-4172. 

FURNITURE  REFINISHING 

Furniture  Stripped  and 
Refinished.  Excellent  work, 
quickly  done.  Includes  pick-up  and 
return.  Interior  refinishing  also 
available.  15  years  experience. 
Call  Jim  at  621 -4390. 

HEALTH 

Energetic  Body  Series: 

Saturdays,  beginning  March  5,  10 
a.m.  Four  mini-courses  covering 
health  and  energy  issues.  Heal 
self  image,  increase  vitality  and 
more.  $30/per  class  or  $80/trio, 
$300  series.  For  more  information 
or  to  register,  call  (415)  285-2571 
or  e-mail  angelstork@yahoo.com. 

Free  Recovery  Tape  Lines:  Call 
751-5390  and  751-0241  anytime. 

HOMES  WANTED 

Ready  to  Sell  Your  Home?  Find 
out  what  your  home  is  worth.  For 
a  complimentary  list  of  recent 
sales  in  your  neighborhood,  call 
Gabrielle  at  Peterson  and 
Associates.  (415)  353-5790,  ext. 
125. 


MEDITATION 

Women’s  Meditation  Group: 

Tuesdays,  beginning  March  1,  7 
p.m.  to  9  p.m.  Explore  and 
reimaging  your  life  story  through 
meditation,  movement,  interac- 
tivites  and  journaling.  Seven  week 
course,  $200  (or  $30  per  class). 
For  more  information  or  to  regis¬ 
ter,  call  (415)  285-2571  or  e-mail 
angelstork  @  yahoo.com. 

Free  Class:  Learn  3  Easy  12- 
second  Tools  in  One  Hour: 

Finally!  Practical  meditations  that 
give  you  tools  to  immediately  af¬ 
fect  your  relationships,  future, 
money  issues  and  more.  Come  to 
this  free  class  to  find  out. 
Tuesdays  @  7:30  p.m.  For  more 
information,  call  (415)  643-8800. 

MUSIC  CLASSES 

S.F.  School  of  Music  (9th  and 
Judah):  S.F.  home  of  nationally 
acclaimed  Harmony  Road  Music 
Program  (18  months  and  up). 
Also,  all  levels  of  piano,  instru¬ 
ments,  voice  and  musical  theater. 
For  more  information,  call  (415) 
294-5050  or  go  to  the  website  at 
www.sfschoolofmusic.com. 

MUSIC  LESSONS 

For  All  Ages:  Piano,  guitar,  flute, 
voice,  violin.  Highly  qualified,  ex¬ 
perienced,  friendly  instructors 
dedicated  to  your  musical  devel¬ 
opment.  For  more  information,  call 
the  Sunset  Academy  of  Music  at 
(415)  661-1814. 

PAINTERS 

Eddie’s  Painting  Co.  -  Exterior, 
interior.  Mulit-colored  Victorian 
specialists.  Workmanship  guaran¬ 
teed.  Lead  paint  certified.  See  us 


at  www.eddiespainting.com  or  call 
(415)  406-6141.  Lie.  #732759 

Experienced  Painter:  Knowled¬ 
geable,  hajrd-working,  reliable, 
seeking  work  on  an  hourly  basis 
(no  milking)  $25/hr.  plus  materials. 
Custom  restoration  or  quick  rental 
repaints.  Great  references,  crew 
possible.  Call  Jason  at  (415)  240- 
5562. 

PIANO  LESSONS 

Teacher  with  Degree  and  More 
Than  20  Years  Experience. 

Beginners  and  advanced  students 
accepted.  Ask  about  discounts. 
Initial  lesson  free.  Call  Elena  at 
(415)  664-0724  or  e-mail  nogivol- 
ga@aol.com. 

Patient  Teacher  with  20+  Years 
Experience;  B.M.  Degree;  M.T.A. 
member;  literature,  theory  and 
technique;  learn  the  classics,  pops 
and  old  favorites.  Family  and  se¬ 
nior  discounts.  Evening  and 
Saturday  appointments  available. 
First  lesson  free.  Call  Ms. 
Kofnovec  at  664-8176. 

PLASMA  TV.  INSTALL 

Custom  Plasma  Install  Starts  at 
$225.  Surround  sound  and  cus¬ 
tom  made  invisamounts,  residen¬ 
tial,  commercial.  Call  (415)  804- 
5664  for  more  information. 

RUSSIAN  LESSONS 

Study  the  Russian  Language 

with  a  native  instructor  (masters 
degree  in  linguistics).  Place,  time, 
price  negotiable.  Call  (415)  664- 
4218. 

TRAVELERS  WANTED 

When  a  Business  or  Pleasure 

travel  involves  a  hotel  stay: 


Collect  the  toiletries  each  day,  use 
what  you  need  and  bring  the  rest 
to  donate  to  Working  Essentials. 
The  items  are  provided  to  job 
counselors  at  18  agencies,  then 
distributed  to  individuals  who  are 
homeless  and  trying  to  obtain  and 
maintain  employment.  For  a  con¬ 
venient  drop-off  location,  visit 
www.workingessentials.org  or  call 
(415)  565-0201,  ext.  27. 

VEHICLE  DONATIONS 

The  Crohn’s  &  Colitis 
Foundation  is  seeking  vehicle  do¬ 
nations  to  support  its  assistance 
to  children  and  adults  suffering 
from  inflammatory  bowel  dis¬ 
eases.  For  more  information,  call 
(650)  578-6590. 

WANTED 

Buying  Older-Style  Furniture 
and  Household  Items.  One  item 
or  entire  home.  Give  us  a  call  at 
(415)  621-4390 -Jim. 

WEDDING  WORKSHOP 

For  Officiators:  Find  the  Heart 

of  the  Wedding  Commitment 
Ceremony,  assist  the  couple,  or¬ 
ganize  your  time  and  responsibili¬ 
ties.  Handouts  included  -  $30. 
Saturday,  Feb.  19,  10  a.m.  to  1 
p.m.  For  more  information  or  to 
register,  call  (415)  285-2571  or  e- 
mai!  angelstork@yahoo.com. 

For  Couples:  Author  of 

“Practically  Perfect  Wedding  and 
Commitment  Ceremonies"  will 
help  create  your  own  ceremony. 
Sunday,  Feb.  13,  2  p.m.  to  4  p.m. 
Book  and  handouts  included,  $40 
per  couple.  For  more  information 
or  to  register,  call  (415)  285-2571 
or  e-mail  angelstork@yahoo.com. 


Send  us  your  classified  or  business  service  listing. 

Private  party  classified  ads,  up  to  25  words,  cost  $5  per  monthly  listing.  Business  ads,  up  to  25  words, 
cost  $20  per  month.  Double  rates  for  double  space.  All  ads  must  be  pre-paid  and  mailed  to  the  Review  of¬ 
fice  by  the  20th  of  the  month.  Mail  to:  The  Richmond  ReView,  P.O.  Box  590596,  S.F.,  CA  94159 


16  •  The  Richmond  Review 


February  2005 


UNlNlER  CAMPS  •  June  14  -  August  19,  2005 


RA BW 


choices 


the  1CC5F  include  ten  weeks  of  traditional 
r.  Proara^  aI  1  . 

we  «**  ^  ^  ^  ^  ‘  ^  C3mPl 


camp  brochure,  please  contact  the  camp  office  at  292.1250. 


...  - *«"’ 


JC§f 


CENTER  FOR  YOUTH  &  FAMILY _ 

Jewish  Community  Center  of  San  Francisco 
Life,  Learning  &  Laughter 
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We  do  a  lot  of  repeat  business... 
Why? 

Because  there  really  »  a  difference! 


HILL&CO. 


1880  Lombard  Street  415-921-6000  2107  Union  Street 

San  Francisco,  CA  94123  www.hill-co.com  San  Francisco,  CA  94123 


Saving  of  25-65% 

From  Standard  Local  Fees  With 
Our  Insurance  Policy  Starting  At 

$7200  Per  Year 

Plus  one  time  process  tees  of  $16 


Zoom  Bleaching 

In  about  an  hour,  your  smile 
can  be  transformed  from  a 
yellowing  embarrassment 
to  an  unbelievable  white! 


SPECIAL 


$399 


Reg.  $599 


Do  you  need  new 
or  replacement 
partials  or  dentures?  You 
won’t  believe  our  prices! 
Quality  workmanship  you 
can  afford. 


♦  Natural-Looking  Teeth  with 
IPS  Empress  Porcelain  - 
Permanent  tooth 
replacement  without  caps 

♦  One  day  denture 
construction  &  placement 

♦  One  hour  denture  repair 

♦  Inter-Oral  Camera  System 

♦  Quality  Sterilization  Assured 

♦  In-House  Lab 

♦  Most  Insurance  Accepted 

♦  Denti-Cal  Accepted 

♦  0%  Financing  (on  approval) 


ceanview 


Excellence  in  Dentistry  and  professional 
care  for  over  15  years 


New1- 


In  Office  Specialist  - 

Harvard  graduate  with  experience  in  all  areas  of 
periodontal  and  implant  treatments 


Your  Dental  Insurance  Accepted  as  Payment 

...  In  most  cases.  Please  call  for  details. 

San  Francisco*,' CA* 94121  (41 5)  221-5592 

www.oceanviewdental.com 

Evening  and  Saturday  Appointments  Available 


54 


95 


New  Patients  Only 

Complete  Dental 
Check-Up 

Includes: 

♦  Cleaning/Prophylaxis 

♦  Necessary  X-Rays 

♦  Complete  Oral  Exam 

♦  Oral  Cancer  Screening 

♦  Doctor’s  Consultation  And 
Written  Estimate  Of  Treatment 

With  coupon  only.  Not  valid  with 
any  other  offer.  Expires  2/28/05. 


NEW!!! 

Alternative  Treatment 
for  Periodontal  Disease 
ATRIDOX 

Please  call  office  for  details. 


Teeth  Whitenin 
Treatment  Availa 


itle 


For  Noticeably  Brighter  Teeth.' 
Please  call  office  for  details. 

*200“ 

With  coupon  only.  Expires  2/28/05. 


Only 


reg.  $300 
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Balboa  St. 


ir  CabrilloSt. 


Fulton  St. 


GG  Park 


